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oris Johnson’s favourite henchwoman 
strikes again. For all her time as an MP she 
has been peddling the same sort of political 
poison as the now ex-US President Donald 
Trump and attending meetings of the anti- 
European Union Bruges Group, a right-wing think- 
tank headed by ultra-Tory Robert Oulds, who got into 
big trouble when shocking photos of him brandishing 
rifles, guns and knives, including an AK-47, came to 
light and were published in a national tabloid. In 2005, 
the Bruges Group director was the Tory parliamentary 
candidate for Slough, but was dropped by national 
officials when his secret life 
became public and he refused 
to resign. He did not have to 
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protestors. She did not seem to recall her support 
from audiences at Bruges Group meetings, which she 
has addressed twice and which included well-known 
British nazis, several of whom have convictions for 
racist violence. 

As we were preparing this issue of Searchlight, 
a disused army base in the south of England was set 
ablaze by protesting youngsters faced with being 
thrown out of the country by Patel’s Home Office. 
Whatever Patel’s failings and the department she 
heads, she continues to have favour with Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson and his ongoing support. The 
latest disaster involving the loss 
of thousands of police records 
could lead to very dangerous 


wait to long, though, before he to de fe nd he r self ag ain st charge S consequences and endanger the 


was reinstated to his senior post 


safety of many British citizens. 


in the group. of bullying, when she faces an However, it is likely that she 


So many of the extreme 
policies Patel has promoted as 


employmenttribunalinthe case will once again find someone 


else to blame and once again go 


Home Secretary, targeting young brought by former top senior unpunished. 


migrants from war zones whom 
our government had just wanted 
to be allowed a place of safety 

in the UK, which are then denied to them, have their 
roots in the ideas touted by the Bruges Group. 

In his last days as US President Trump encouraged 
armed far-right groups to attempt to take over the seat 
of the government, leading to the deaths of civilians 
and police officers, and the ongoing detention of 
Trump’s armed thug supporters and the recovery 
of bomb devices, some of which had remote control 
devices still attached to them when discovered. Out 
of the blue, the hypocritical Home Secretary publicly 
knifed Trump in the back, calling him out for his 
connections to the armed nazi groups, who had for 
months been gathering across the USA, armed to the 
teeth, with some firing on unarmed Black Lives Matter 
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civil servant Sir Philip Rutnam 


Roll on the day when Patel has 
to defend herself against charges 
of bullying, when she faces an 
employment tribunal in the case brought by former 
top senior civil servant Sir Philip Rutnam. Sir Phillip 
has issued a claim of constructive dismissal against 
the Home Office, alleging that the Home Secretary 
created a climate of fear in the department, shouting 
and swearing at staff, and belittling them. 

As we go to press, we hear that some of the 
handful of the veterans of the now defunct 
Revolutionary Communist Party, who gained 
influential positions around Downing Street, have 
started to abandon ship. Amid all this, Lord Alf 
Dubs continues to fight on valiantly on behalf of 
migrant children. ® 
Gerry Gable , editor 
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Reports round-up 


By Gerry Gable 


Members of extremist 
militia among those 
charged after Capitol riot 


S THE SENATE voted to 
A acquit US President Trump 

on 13 February for incitement 
to insurrection, MAGA supporters 
who stormed Congress on 6 January 
faced charges that range from violent 
entry of a restricted building to theft 
of government property. 

The Senate voted 57-43 in favour 
of conviction, failing to meet the 
two-thirds majority needed to convict. 
Donald Trump is now free to continue 
his political career. He responded 
to the acquittal with: “Our historic, 
patriotic and beautiful movement to 
Make America Great Again has only 
just begun.” 

Meanwhile, an examination of the 
affiliations of those arrested for being 
part of the assault on the Capitol 
in which five people died reveals 
that many belonged to disaffected 
groupings and are attracted to the 
“beautiful movement”. 

According to the US Attorney’s 
Office for the District of Columbia, 
400 suspects had been identified and 
at least 200 arrested in connection 
with the siege at the time that 
Searchlight was going to press. Many 
have links with far-right groups and 
the data also reveal that members of 
law enforcement organisations were 
among the insurrectionists. 

As of 12 January, at least 13 of those 
charged appear to have expressed 
support for QAnon, the pro-Trump 
conspiracy theory organisation. At 
least 15 are reported to have links 
to the Proud Boys, a far-right militia 
that has been declared a terrorist group 
in Canada. A further four have alleged 
ties to the Oath Keepers, which the 
Anti-Defamation League had described 
as an “anti-government right-wing 
fringe organisation”. The group is 
known to target and recruit current 
and former law enforcement officers 
and military veterans. 
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In addition, at least three 
defendants are allegedly affiliated with 
the Three Percenters, another anti- 
government extremist organisation. 

At least 13 off-duty law enforcement 
officials are suspected of taking part 
in the riot, a tally that could grow 
as investigators continue to pore 
over footage and records to identify 
participants. Police leaders are 
turning in their own to the FBI and 
taking the striking step of reminding 
officers in their departments that 
criminal misconduct could push them 
off the force and put them behind bars, 

Police officers and at least one 
police chief from departments across 
the US are facing discipline for their 
proximity to, or alleged involvement 
in, the insurrection. 

Departments in California, 
Washington state, and Texas are 
among those that have announced 
investigations into their officers 
based on tips, social media posts 
and other evidence, although more 
officers could be identified as more 
evidence emerges. 

e See Special Report, pp13-17 


has been 
adopted 

by white 
supremacists 
and, in 
particular, 
the Proud 
Boys, which 
is also used 
on insignia on 
their clothing, 
as can be seen 
on page 17 
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Corbyn’s “hoax 
news” protests 
end in arrests 


COVID-19 DENIER AND conspiracy 
theorist Piers Corbyn has taken 

a central role in the growing 
number of anti-COVID restrictions 
demonstrations in the UK, raising 
his profile from a harmless crank to 
a dangerous collaborator with the 
far right. The demonstrators have 
graduated from peaceful protestors 
last summer to violent mobs outside 
hospitals this winter. 

Far-right groups from the USA and 
the rest of Europe are joining and 
encouraging the conspiracy theorists, 
anti-vaccination campaigners, 
anti-lockdown protesters and civil 
liberty activists. 

Banners proclaiming adherence 
to QAnon, Nazi Germany's SS 
Werewolf Resistance, the neo-nazi 
band Whitelaw, and the New British 
Union of Fascists were seen at 
demonstrations in different parts of 
the UK last year. 

Corbyn was arrested at a Hyde 
Park rally in May 2020 (above left and 
below right), charged and found guilty 
of breaking COVID-19 regulations in 
December. Flyers for protests around 
the country in May were reportedly 
produced by the UK Freedom 
Movement, which is thought to have 
links with the far right. QAnon was 
involved in rallying supporters to the 
May gathering at Hyde Park Corner. 

In August 2020, Corbyn 
joined notorious conspiracy theorist 
David Icke at a rally in Trafalgar 
Square attended by thousands. 
Demonstrations continued 
throughout late summer, ignoring a 
police ban on assemblies. At a rally 
in Hyde Park in the same month, 
Corbyn was arrested for breaking 
social distancing rules along with over 
a dozen others. 

Corbyn and many others were 
arrested and fined at an anti- 
lockdown New Year's “party” in 
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London. He has reportedly had to pay 
thousands of pounds in fines. 

The conspiracy theorists’ 
demonstrations took a nasty turn 
in January, as activists invaded a 
COVID-19 ward in a London hospital 
and harassed doctors and nurses 
treating seriously ill patients. COVID- 
denying mobs have turned up outside 
London hospitals, posing a real threat 
to health workers and patients. 

A conspiracy theory freesheet, 
The Light: a thruthpaper, has been 
distributed at these hospital protests. 
The self-published sheet denies 
the existence of SARS-CoV-2 and 
decries lockdown measures and the 
vaccination programme. Edited by 
Darren Smith, aka Darren Nesbitt, 
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it spreads disinformation about the 
pandemic, peddling coronavirus 
as a “hoax”, that wearing masks is 
dangerous for health and having the 
vaccine will implant a chip to enable 
everyone to be tracked. 
According to the paper, this is 
all part of a grand plan to curb civil 
liberties, reduce the world population 
and establish a new world order. 
In addition to the protests, the free 
sheet is distributed by volunteers 
around the country, with recipients 
from Yorkshire to Devon finding this 
dangerous misinformation being 
posted through their letterboxes. 
Corbyn’s latest ignominy is 
a leaflet that he was involved 
in producing, comparing the 


UK vaccination programme to 
Auschwitz. He was arrested in early 
February on suspicion of malicious 
communications and public nuisance. 
Along with a 37-year-old man, he has 
been bailed until March while police 
investigations continue. 


Piers Corbyn’'s website, Stop the New 
Normal, is currently promoting an action 
day scheduled for next month, which 
links to a group on Telegram called The 
Great Reopening 20th March. The group 
describes its “mission” as follows: “The 
fight continues on and we are building 
towards another action day. This time 
round we are going for a different 
approach ... More about this approach 
will be announced soon.” 
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Reports round-up By Gerry Gable 


LGBTQ+ communities targeted by far 
right in Central and Eastern Europe 


By Martin Smith 


- he “Czar of Homophobia” 

was the mocking title given to 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin when his government passed 
laws attacking LGBT+ rights back 

in 2011. The situation has since 
worsened, with last year two thirds 

of Russians supporting a referendum 
defining marriage as being exclusively 
a union between a man and a woman. 

Putin is not alone—across 
Eastern and Central Europe far- 
right governments and movements 
are making opposition to so-called 
LGBT ideology a central plank of their 
political agendas. 

Over the past year, Hungary’s LGBT+ 
community has been firmly in the sights 
of the authoritarian Fidesz government. 
In May 2020, it voted to end legal 
recognition of trans people and, in 
November, the government amended 
the constitution to declare that in a 
family “the father is a man and the 
mother is a woman”. 

Likewise, since 2019 over 100 Polish 
municipalities have declared themselves 
“LGBT-free zones”. In the run-up to the 
2019 parliamentary elections the “LGBT 
ideology” issue became one of the 
main planks of the right-wing populist 
Law and Justice Party (PiS) election 
campaign. 

In recent years, governments in 
Armenia, Hungary, Poland and Russia 
have all banned LGBT+ events. These 
attacks are all part of the far right’s 
implementation of a broad range of 
policies with the aim of altering laws 
around reproductive rights, abortion 
and sex education in schools. 

Anti-LGBT+ sentiment is growing 
in a number of Eastern and Central 
European states. Between 2015 and 
2017, the Pew Research Center found 
that only 18% of Bulgarians, 27% of 
Hungarians, 32% of Poles and 47% 


ANTI-LGBT 
rights protests 
in Poland and 
in Kyiv, Ukraine 
(bottom) 
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of Slovakians supported the right of 
gays and lesbians to legally marry. (In 
all Western European countries, the 
overwhelming majority supports same- 
sex marriage.) In a survey that asked 
Poles to identify what they felt was the 
“biggest threat to their way of life” the 
most popular answer from Polish men 
who were aged over 40 years was “the 
LGBT movement and gender ideology”. 


Hate crimes 
According to the Pew Research 
Center only 27% of Hungarians 
supported same-sex marriage in 2017, 
and 13% of survey respondents thought 
that people in same-sex relationships 
should be treated as criminals. 

Anti-LGBT+ repression in the region 
is not solely confined to repressive 
laws and hate speech. According to the 
International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Trans and Intersex Association (IGLA), 
levels of violence aimed at LGBT+ 
people is growing. Pride marches have 
been attacked; there have been several 
well-publicised murders of LGBT+ 
people and their allies in Poland and 
Russia. 

The Ukrainian authorities have 
acknowledged that sexual orientation 
and gender identity crimes are 


Pride events 


among the “most widespread form of 
hate crime” in the country. 

A study by the University of Warsaw 
found that two thirds of people 
identifying as LGBT+ in Poland have 
experienced physical or psychological 
violence. The ILGA report also 
acknowledges that much of this 
violence is being perpetrated by far- 
right and nazi groups. 

Anti-LGBTQ+ hate has always 
been a feature of fascism. Under the 
Nazis in the 1940s it reached new 
depths. Gay men were murdered in the 
concentration camps, forced to wear 
pink triangles and constituted the 
lowest rung in camp hierarchy. 

Here in Britain, the nazi bomber 
David Copeland (a former member 
of the British National Party and the 
National Socialist Movement) targeted 
London’s LGBTQ+ community. 

His horrific nail-bomb attack on 
the Admiral Duncan pub in Soho 
in 1999, the heart of London’s gay 
community, killed three people and 
injured 79. 

The Nazis used opposition to LGBT+ 
people as part of their “moral crusade” 
to defend the family and stamp 
out “deviant behaviour”. Heinrich 
Himmler claimed that gay men did 


Reported attacks, September 2019 


@ Belgrade’s Pride Information Centre was attacked 
by far-right ultras. This was the fourth attack on the 
centre in a year 

mw In Poland, fascists attacked the Lublin and Bialystok 


w Ultras and fascist groups attacked queer-friendly 
venues in both Hungary and Poland 

mw In Budapest, the nazi group Our Nation Movement 
(Mi Hazank Mozgalom) disrupted a movie screening 
about tackling the bullying of LGBT+ school students 

gw Inseveral universities in Budapest, far-right groups 
disrupted meetings and socials that had been 
organised by LGBT+ groups 

m In September, “LGBT-Free Zone” stickers and posters 
appeared all over Poland 


Spring 2021 


not contribute to the “growth of the 
Aryan population”. 

In recent years, nazi groups and 
parties in Central and Eastern Europe 
have also fuelled hatred against LGBT+ 
people. Academics Klara Kalibova and 
Miroslav Mare record that between 
2002 and 2011 fascists have violently 
attacked LGBT+ events in Bulgaria, 
Bosnia, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Hungary, Moldova, Montenegro, 
Poland, Romania, Russia, Serbia, 
Slovakia and Slovenia. 

I have compiled a list of reports 
in the media of attacks carried out 
by nazis on LGBTQ+ communities 
in the region in September 2019 (see 
“Reported attacks” panel). 


Is God on their side? 

Sections of the Catholic Church have 
always been hostile to LGBT+ rights. 
However, a developing feature of the 
current period has been an alignment 
of sections of the Catholic Church with 
far-right governments and parties in 
the region, especially in the Visegrad 
Countries (Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Poland and Slovakia). 

Poland’s Catholic Church has 
produced a document opposing LGBT+ 
rights and supporting “conversion 
therapy”. In a sermon to mark the 75th 
anniversary of the Warsaw Uprising, 
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the archbishop of Krakow, Marek 
Jedraszewski, referred to the “threat” 
from gay rights campaigners as a 
“rainbow plague”. He also compared 
“LGBT ideology” to Nazism and Soviet 
communism. At the annual Bishops’ 
conference of the Visegrad Countries, 
delegates pledged their support for 
Poland’s anti-LGBT+ drive. 

Zoltan Osztie, a Hungarian priest, 
appeared on Hir TV where he described 
it as sacrilege to “place the faggot flag 
next to the flag of our nation”. He also 
stated: “One must choose between 
being Hungarian and belonging to the 
LGBTQ community.” 


Party alliances 

A number of far-right parties and 
leaders are more closely aligning 
themselves with sections of the 
Catholic Church. In February 2018, 

the Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban said, “Christianity is Europe’s 
last hope”, and Poland’s PiS government 
stated that it wanted to see a Catholic 
Poland in a Christian Europe. 

The recent ban on abortion in Poland 
should be seen as a further tightening 
of ties between the PiS government and 
the Catholic Church. 

This desire for a Christian Europe 
also dovetails with the far right’s 
campaigns against Muslim migration 


PRIDE EQUALITY 


Parade 2020 in 
Kyiv, Ukraine 
(top right, then 
clockwise), 
Prague Pride 
Festival 2020, 
LGBT protest 
outside the 
Hungarian 
Parliament last 
summer and the 
2019 Warsaw 
Pride Parade 


and the antisemitic tropes aimed at 
Hungarian-born US billionaire and 
philanthropist George Soros. Sections 
of the Catholic Church are prepared to 
link arms with the far right because 

it believes this relationship will help 
promote its social agenda and protect 
the sanctity of the church. For the far 
right this alliance is a crude case of 
electoral endorsement from the pulpit. 

However, I would ague that the far 
right do not want to see a return to 
clericalism or to reinstate the Catholic 
Church as a major player in affairs of 
the state. Likewise, the Catholic Church 
has not been prepared to throw its lot in 
completely with far-right governments. 
Some leading figures of the Church 
have denounced the PiS and Fidesz. 

During Poland’s mass revolt against 
the attacks on abortion provision in 
2016, the church eventually pulled 
away from backing the legislation, 
fearing major divisions within 
its congregations. 

A small number of Catholic officials 
have gone even further and are openly 
flirting with fascism. Priests and nuns 
have joined pro-family and anti- 
LGBT+ protests organised by Nazis in 
Hungary and Poland and even blessed 
their marches. 


Resistance 

Despite the high levels of homophobia, 
among young people across the region 
support for LGBT+ rights is growing. 

Although figures supporting the 
rights of gays and lesbians to marry 
in Central and Eastern Europe are 
depressingly low, it is worth noting 
that support for same-sex marriage is 
twice as high among people aged under 
30 years. The LGBTQ+ movement is 
growing in confidence. In Poland, 12 
Pride marches took place in 2019, a 
record number. LGBT+ activists and 
groups are also playing significant 
roles in the campaigns against the 
far right in Hungary, Poland and the 
Czech Republic. 

The situation in Central and Eastern 
Europe is ominous, as the far right, 
the church and the bigots try to push 
the LGBT+ community back into the 
closet, but the growing resistance 
should give all anti-fascists some hope 
and optimism. 
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Ina sorry state... 


Britain's far right is fractured, but it has the potential to mobilise in the wake of the 
pandemic and Brexit. Robert Williams provides an analysis of the internecine hostilities 


he British far right 

remains fragmented and 

leaderless. Another way 

of seeing this would be 

to observe a gaggle of 
putative “leaders”, none of whom have 
yet attained credibility or who have 
squandered whatever credibility they 
once had. Nevertheless, anti-fascists 
should expect 2021 to be a year of 
consolidation and reorganisation on 
the far right, as some of its leaders and 
movements fall by the wayside, while 
others begin to put down roots more 
solid than a few dozen Facebook likes. 

Yet again, Nick Griffin is setting the 

pace, much to the dismay of his many 
haters (most of whom are former 
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friends and colleagues). Backed by 
international fascist fixer Roberto Fiore 
— his old ally from the “political 
soldier” faction of the National Front in 
the 1980s — Griffin has become editor 
of Britannia, the paper of the new 
British Freedom Party (BFP). 

Both paper and party are organised 
by Jim Dowson, Ulster Loyalist and 
militant anti-abortion campaigner. 
Griffin, Dowson and Fiore had, for 
several years, concentrated on Eastern 
Europe, pitching for donations to 
support anti-Islamist and so-called 
Christian movements promoting 
“traditional morality” via a pseudo 
“Knights Templar” organisation. 

They did a roaring trade in selling 


bits of ceremonial tat for aspirant 
“knights”, while ignoring various 
elephants in the room. Dowson is a 
militant Protestant, Fiore a traditional 
Catholic loyal to the antisemitic 
ideology long ago renounced by the 
Vatican, while Griffin is happy to agree 
with the theology of the last person 

he speaks to, especially if a profession 
of faith can earn him a few quid. Just 
don’t mention any vows of poverty, 
chastity and obedience. 

Jayda Fransen, formerly number 
two in the Islamophobic street gang 
Britain First, is nominally leader of the 
BFP and plans to be a candidate for 
the Scottish Parliament in elections 
scheduled for May this year. She will 
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WHITE RAGE: 
English Defence 
League thugs 
confront the 
police outside 
Downing Street 


stand against Scottish First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon in her Glasgow 
constituency, thinking that this is the 
best chance of publicity. (Even Fransen 
realises that there is no hope of winning 
a seat or even getting a respectable 
vote, so her target seat has been chosen 
solely with publicity in mind.) 


Flexible attitudes 
A handful of old Griffinites have already 
come on board with the new party, 
including Scottish organiser Joe Finnie 
and London organiser Steve Squire. 
The latter came as a surprise to most 
old-timers on the fascist scene. Squire 
followed his father Keith into both 
far-right activism and the porn trade, 
and has attracted some unsavoury 
publicity over the years. His recruitment 
to the BFP is yet more evidence of their 
flexible attitude to “Christian morality”. 
Likely further recruits into the BFP, 
drawn along in Squire’s slipstream, 
are former British National Party 
(BNP) London mayoral candidate 
Carlos Cortiglia and the strange, 
fanatical antisemite Alison Chabloz. 
Presently facing trial for both “grossly 
offensive” online videos and inciting 
racial hatred, Chabloz is shunned by 
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most of the British nazis who once 
welcomed her, yet she might appeal 
to Griffin because they have common 
enemies and also share a certain skill 
for self-promotion. 

But would the party’s flexible 
theology and morality stretch far 
enough to embrace an obsessional 
Jew-hater who has a close friendship 
with her Muslim landlord? 

Steve Squire has one thing in 
common with Chabloz. For their 
own mixed-up reasons they both 
have limited options when it comes 
to joining far-right parties and 
movements. 

His main enemies in 2021 are 
the BNP leaders Adam Walker and 
Clive Jefferson, and he has for a year 
or two been among those backing a 
costly legal challenge trying to force 
the BNP to hold an annual general 
meeting, at which (so the litigants 
hope) they will be able to take over the 
party. The objective is to gain access to 
a presumed treasure chest of past and 
future legacies, thought to amount to 
£2 million. 

The rebel faction is fronted by 
former BNP webmaster Chris Barnett 
and was backed by Squire and other 
leading activists from his old London 
region of the party. Their ostensible 
aim is to put the BNP’s financial 
resources behind serious campaigning, 
including elections, and they argue 
that Walker and Jefferson have been 
indolent and self-interested. 

Superficially, it might seem that 
Squire has abandoned the rebel cause, 
but as Searchlight has previously 
observed one possible rebel strategy 
is to ally with Griffin once they have 
removed the Walker-Jefferson regime. 


Their faction has no obvious leader. 
Once in possession of a million or two 
quid, the BNP might seem an attractive 
proposition to Griffin, either for him to 
make a comeback as party chairman 
or to engineer some sort of merger or 
“reverse takeover” of the BNP by Fiore 
and Dowson’s BFP. 

Perhaps Fransen might be kept 
on as a figurehead leader, with 
the aim of recruiting some of the 
Islamophobe activists who cut their 
teeth in the English Defence League 
(EDL) or Britain First, or via online 
anti-Muslim ranting, which Griffin 
sees as a gateway to more “serious” 
fascist activity. 


Personal dispute 
One option not available to Squire is to 
join the main surviving Islamophobe 
party, the For Britain movement led 
by Anne-Marie Waters. That party’s 
most active unit is in Epping Forest, 
where former BNP councillor Julian 
Leppert was elected in 2019 as a For 
Britain councillor. Squire cannot join 
For Britain because of his personal 
dispute with the party’s main election 
strategist Eddy Butler, who years ago 
had a fling with Squire’s “glamour 
model” girlfriend. The row ended in 
an unseemly pavement confrontation 
between Squire and Butler, involving 
old-style fascist fisticuffs, not 
election leaflets. 

The other seat in Leppert’s ward 
is not up for election until 2022, but 
Butler and his For Britain branch 
are targeting the rest of Waltham 
Abbey and Loughton. Many of their 
campaign team are former BNP 
activists, including Butler’s long- 
suffering partner Sue Clapp, former 
Enfield candidate and film-maker 
Tony Avery, and former Barking 
and Dagenham councillor Lawrence 
Rustem, who despite his half Turkish 
Cypriot ancestry was allowed to join 
John Tyndall’s BNP after acting as a 
nazi infiltrator inside the anti-fascist 
movement in the early 1990s. 

Leppert and Butler were censured 
by Epping Forest council at the end of 
last year for producing an openly racist 
video stigmatising asylum seekers. 
Unfortunately, the recommended 
punishments are toothless: it really 
doesn’t make much sense to send a 
veteran fascist such as Leppert on an 
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equality and diversity training course. 
Such procedures can often be very 
useful for councillors or staff who are 
merely ignorant. 

But Leppert and Butler know exactly 
what they are doing: they will drive 
a coach and horses through the law 
and council regulations, pushing just 
far enough to get publicity for their 
odious views, but not far enough to 
get charged for inciting racial hatred. 
The only way to remove this cancer 
from Epping Forest is to get anti- 
fascist boots on the streets as soon 
as post-COVID conditions allow and 
democratic politics resumes. 


Postponed 
At our press deadline for this edition 
of Searchlight, it seemed likely that 
the local elections scheduled for 6 May 
would again be postponed, perhaps 
until autumn, unless agreement is 
reached on an all-postal and COVID- 
secure election procedure. Another 
postponement might suit Britain’s 
newest far-right party Patriotic 
Alternative (PA), founded by no longer 
so young, but still nazi and proud 
former Griffin favourite Mark Collett. 
With his right-hand woman and 
Mosley superfan Laura Tyrie (who uses 
the name Laura Towler for her prolific 
online output and is now married to 
PA Yorkshire organiser Sam Melia), 
Collett has built up a media profile and 
connections ranging from former Ku 
Klan Klan leader David Duke to the 
influential European nazi networks 
Scandza Forum and Erkenbrand. 
What he doesn’t yet have is a 
registered political party, since for 
unknown reasons he has not yet been 
able to submit valid registration forms 
to the Electoral Commission, more 
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than 18 months after launching his 
prospective party. 

Collett is very unlikely to form any 
alliance with his old leader Griffin, 
and is in a long-running virtual war 
with Islamophobe movements such as 
Paul Golding’s Britain First. It would 
be no surprise though to see Collett 
strike a deal with the tiny, but locally 
active, British Democratic Party led by 
former Bradford BNP councillor Jim 
Lewthwaite, and perhaps even with 
the remnants of the National Front, 
now rudderless following the death of 
veteran nazi Richard Edmonds just 
before Christmas. 

The most dangerous development 
would be an alliance between Collett 
and the Butler wing of For Britain. 
Superficially, this might seem unlikely, 
since Collett and Towler employ the 
usual range of antisemitic and fascist 
tropes, while Butler is careful to 
couch his extremism in anti-Muslim 
and populist tones, while his leader 
Waters is a professed admirer of Israel 
(although her only Jewish allies are on 
the far-right fringe). 

Yet Butler and Collett are two of 
the very few British fascists who have 
any genuine political abilities (as does 
Tyrie/Towler, though so far untested 
in electioneering). 

The big prizes on offer even before 
elections resume are the BNP’s pot of 
gold (or at least what’s not been spent or 
salted away by Walker and Jefferson), 


and the pool of activists and donors 
left marooned after the sinking of three 
worm-eaten right-wing vessels: UKIP, 
the Brexit Party and the EDL. 

UKIP is now led by 71-year-old F 
former Tory minister Neil Hamilton, | 
whose antics have been observed by 
Searchlight since his student days. It 
was no surprise to us that one of his 
first acts as leader was to recruit the 
hate-spewing columnist Katie Hopkins, 
who has previously graced the 
podium at the top people’s fascist club 
Traditional Britain Group. Publicity 
stunts are unlikely to be enough 
to save UKIP after its well-known 
internal crises. 

Another development under way 
as Searchlight went to press was the 
delayed launch of Nigel Farage’s latest 
vehicle: his renaming of the Brexit Party 
as Reform UK. Of all the leading figures 
on the British far right, Farage loses 
most from ex-US President Donald 
Trump’s defeat, but he will seek to make 
capital from anti-lockdown sentiment. 
There is a general feeling on the right 
that this is Farage’s last throw of the 
dice and that he might be happier in 
semi-retirement as a “shock jock” radio 
host for any station that will have him. 

The future of the far-right 
kaleidoscope in Britain, ranging as it 
has for decades from the reactionary 
Tory fringe to the most esoteric 
nazi cults, belongs not to Farage or 
Hamilton but to whatever movement 
can turn keyboard warriors into street 
activists and election candidates. 
Collett and Butler remain the most 
likely people to achieve this, but 
Searchlight expects a significant chunk 
of present and former activists to be 
gullible enough to back a Griffin-led 
party if it gets off the ground. 

The British far right will remain 
fragmented in 2021, but it retains the 
potential to mobilise serious levels of 
support in a country that for some years 
to come will inevitably be suffering the 
economic and social consequences of 
COVID-19 and Brexit. @ 


The future of the far-right kaleidoscope in Britain 
belongs not to Farage or Hamilton, but to whatever 
movement can turn keyboard warriors into street 


activists and election candidates 


Spring 2021 


€onnecting 


thelinsurrectionists 


yy. 


Leonard Zeskind shines the spotlight on the far-right groups that were in the front 
line of the attack on the Capitol on 6 January and looks at the links between them 


he Trump Administration 
is over. On 3 November 
2020, Biden—Harris won 
7 million more votes 
than Trump-—Pence. 
More importantly, the state-by-state 
electoral college vote — which actually 
determines winners and losers — went 
for Biden by 306 to 232 votes. 
The day after the vote was finally 
counted, Donald Trump declared 
that he had actually won the election, 
which had been riddled, he claimed, 
with fraud. He filed almost 60 lawsuits 
aimed at the state counts, every one of 
which was dismissed or denied. It was 
a clean vote. Yet Trump continued to 
falsely yell loudly that the election had 
been stolen from him. 
A Stop the Steal movement was 
launched. Its air war was controlled by 
Republican politicians who thoroughly 
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backed Trump and his racist America- 
first Trumpism. 

On the ground, a new mixed 
amalgamation of forces showed up on 
the far right. The Institute for Research 
and Education counted more than 3 
million members of the anti-lockdown, 
anti-face mask organisations, which 
opposed government measures to 
contain the SARS-CoV-2 virus. They 
were joined by those who believed 
racist and antisemitic conspiracy 
theories, the so-called QAnoners. 

They were led by more ideologically 
coherent organisations from the 
American far right, such as the Oath 
Keepers and Three Percenters (or 
Threepers) militia organisations, white 
supremacist Proud Boys, Boogaloo 
proponents who want a racial civil war, 
and Groypers, who attempt to recruit 
mainstream conservatives into the 
white supremacist ranks. 

As 5 and 6 January 2021 
approached, this new amalgamation 
became more congealed and coherent, 
as it argued out its politics in online 
forums and at state-level protests. On 
5 January, voters in Georgia turned 
out in record numbers in a run-off 


WHITE 
NATIONALISTS 
Jaden McNeil 
and Nick 
Fuentes (above, 
in the centre); 
right, militia 
group members 
climb the steps 
of the Capitol in 
formation 


election to put two Democrats in 
the Senate, thus guaranteeing the 
Democrats control of that body. 

On 6 January, a possible 250,000 
turned out for a Stop the Steal rally just 
a couple of blocks from congressional 
buildings in DC. Many of the militia 
members came in full gear, with 
unknown content in their backpacks. 


At a rally in a DC park, Trump urged 
the crowd to fight and to march on the 
congressional buildings. Not all those 
in the crowd marched on the buildings, 
but enough of them did that they 

were able to overwhelm the Capitol 
Police. Using crowbars, flagpoles and 
other implements, they battered down 
doors and broke through windows and 
began to search for specific offices and 
legislative chambers. 

The House of Representatives was 
meeting when they broke into the 
Capitol, and was beginning to count 
the state delegate votes to formally 
elect Joe Biden and Kamala Harris as 
President and Vice-President. 

With the crowd swarming through 
the building, the chamber was emptied 
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and congressional representatives 
were moved to a secure location. 
Among the most telling scenes in this 
melee, was a man who was carrying 
the Confederate battle flag through the 
building, something that had never 
happened before. Eventually, more 
police and National Guardsmen were 
deployed and pushed the crowd out of 
the building. 

Finally, in the dark night, the Senate 
and the House of Representatives 
voted on accepting the electoral college 
results. This should have been a simple 
pro forma procedure. However, in the 
Senate and in the House, a total of 147 
Republicans voted ‘no’. They wanted 
to overturn the election, but Biden 
was sustained. 

In the immediate aftermath of this 
insurrectionary riot, public attention 
focused on Trump’s role in the 
action. He would soon be impeached 
(for a second time) by the House of 
Representatives for “incitement of 
insurrection”. In this writer’s analysis, 
however, the white supremacists 
and militiamen in the mob came 
prepared to do battle and did not need 
Trump’s okay. 
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In addition to the tools and weapons 
stashed in their packs, two pipe bombs 
were discovered on the day, one 
planted at the Republican Party offices 
and another at a Democratic office. 
And then there were also actions that 
happened in the states, which received 
little public discussion. 

There were 45 insurrectionist rallies 
in 32 states on the day of the DC 
events. In Georgia, Chester Doles, a 
long-time white supremacist with a 
history in the Ku Klux Klan, walked 
through the Capitol building searching 
for the Secretary of State. Proud 
Boys appeared in Lansing, Michigan; 
Tallahassee, Florida; Columbus, Ohio; 
Sacramento, California; and Columbia, 
South Carolina, and came visibly armed 
in Salt Lake City, Utah. These rallies all 
took place without Donald Trump. 


This new far-right aggregation on 

the ground will be tested. The federal 
service of the Department of Homeland 
Security has started a new programme 
on “Domestic Terrorism”, which is its 
label for events such as the 6 January 
riot in DC. This will push the CIA and 
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all the intelligence agencies to track 
and, perhaps, counter the new growth 
on the far right. 

Further, congressional lawmakers 
are inserting language into legislation 
that funds the Department of 
Defense to “address extremism at the 
Pentagon”. The Defense Department’s 
inspector-general claimed that there 
will be a thorough investigation of 
department policies in this regard. 
One in five of those arrested have had 
military experience. 

As Searchlight went to press, the FBI 
and state prosecutors had arrested and 
charged more than 200 of those who 
had broken into the Capitol Building 
on 6 January. They are using video 
footage and social media posts among 
other tools to identify the lawbreakers. 
For the most part, the charges are not 
serious penalties. However, prosecutors 
have promised that more persons will 
be arrested, and charges increased as 
more information is uncovered. 

Conspiracy charges, however, have 
been laid against three members of the 
Oath Keepers militia group. About 70 
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members of Oath Keepers were easily 
identifiable at the Capitol. They came 
fully equipped in paramilitary-style 
outfits as they marched single file 
through the crowd, pushing their 

way to the front. They had their own 
electronic communications system 
and co-ordinated their actions using 
predetermined hand signals. Thomas 
E. Caldwell, an Oath Keeper from 
Virginia, Donovan Crowl, an Oath 
Keeper and a member of the Ohio State 
Regular Militia, and Jessica Watkins, 
an Oath Keeper and a member of the 
Ohio State Regular Militia, have all 
been charged with plotting in advance 
the invasion of the Capitol. 

The FBI is also investigating whether 
or not the Proud Boys organisation 
came prepared to break into the Capitol. 
Its leader Enrique Tarrio of Miami had 
been arrested for burning a Black Lives 
Matter banner and thrown out of DC 
the day before the riot. But more than 
100 Proud Boys activists attended and 
did appear to work in unison during the 
siege. The authorities are also reportedly 
looking at the Three Percenters militia. 
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In another instance, Garret Miller 
of Richardson, Texas, was arrested 
for entering the Capitol Building. 

In one of his Twitter posts, he 

wrote “Assassinate AOC”, meaning 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, one of the 
leading lights on the Congressional 
left, who is a Democrat member 

in the House of Representatives. 
Miller has since apologised for the 
threat and now claims that he broke 
into the Capitol only because of 
Trump’s instruction. 


The new aggregation on the ground 
is under increasing pressure by these 
arrests, investigations and a broad- 
based opposition from the public. 

In addition, a civil rights lawsuit in 
Charlottesville, Virginia — stemming 
from rallies in 2017 by white 
nationalists — is scheduled to begin 
at the end of April. Among the 
defendants are white supremacists 
Richard Spencer, Matthew Heimbach 
and others, who were once prominent 
in the US far right. The lawsuit may 
determine how active this wing of the 
white nationalist movement becomes 
in the future. 

Whether this aggregation holds 
together will depend, in part, on 
whether a significant chunk of the 
Republican Party apparatus stays in 
their camp. 

The Republicans who essentially 
voted against the election results on 
6 January now face reprisals from 
business leaders who do not counsel 
insurrection. “I feel betrayed,” said 
Ken Langione, a long-time Republican 
donor who co-founded Home Depot. 
Among the many companies that 
have said they will no longer donate 
to those Republicans who voted to 
ignore the results of the election are 
ATT, Walmart, and Charles Schwab. 
Whether or not business leaders will 
maintain this attitude in the future 
remains to be seen. 

The events of 6 January are over, 
but the effect of those events on 
multifaceted organisations of today’s 
far right are in a state of flux and will 
be longlasting. 


Leonard Zeskind is president of the 
Institute for Research and Education on 


Human Rights. See irehr.com 
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Fabian Figueiredo and Ricardo Cabral 
Fernandes shed light on the fluid nature of 
far-right parties and groupings in Portugal 


ortugal was presented as 

an exception in Europe, 

where the far right 

was reorganising and 

consolidating. Decades of 
fragmentation, of fratricidal struggles, 
of a discourse that insisted on not 
being remodelled, the memory of the 
fascist dictatorship and the Revolution 
of 1974, and the lack of a public figure 
who reached the media spotlights kept 
this political quadrant on the margins. 

The situation began to change 
from 2015 onwards. Motivated by 
the so-called refugee crisis, the old 
groups reorganised, new ones were 
created and the discourse changed 
to the point where some overcame 
their differences to collaborate on the 
streets. But they lacked what proved 
to be essential: a media voice to 
represent and normalise them. 

After the European Troika era 
(2011-2015), and faced with a socialist 
government supported by the 
parliamentary left, the traditional 
right (Social Democratic Party 
(PSD) and CDS-PP) entered a deep 
political and strategic crisis. It was 
the long-awaited opportunity for the - 
extreme right to become independent. 

The myth of Portuguese 
exceptionalism collapsed with the 
2019 parliamentary elections. For the 
first time since 1974 a far-right MP was 
elected to Parliament: André Ventura, 
the leader of Chega. He has been 
the spokesman for this political 
camp and put its key ideas into the 
mainstream of public discourse, 
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creating a climate conducive to racist 
and extremist violence. 


Chega 

Chega, which translates into English 

as ‘enough’, is the most important 
extreme-right organisation in Portugal 
since 1974. It was founded around the 
figure of its leader, Ventura, a former 
local council member for the PSD, the 
main Portuguese centre-right party, 
and is affiliated to the Identity and 
Democracy (ID) group in the European 
Parliament, alongside France’s 
Rassemblement National of Marine Le 
Pen, Italy’s Lega of Matteo Salvini and 
Germany’s Alternative for Deutschland. 

Ventura, who stood out as a football 
commentator, used this platform to 
launch his local candidacy in 2017 for 
one of Portugal’s largest municipalities, 
Loures, on the outskirts of Lisbon. At 
these elections he used the extreme- 
right traditional policies — for 
example, the rejection of refugees and 
persecution of the Roma minority — 
and the PSD’s national leadership did 
not hesitate to defend him. 

In 2018, he decided to launch 
Chega and in April 2019, after several 
problems with false signatures, 
he formalised the party before the 
Constitutional Court. The same year, 
Ventura presented himself to the 
European elections as head of the 
Basta coalition, formed by the People’s 
Monarchist Party (PPM) and the Pro- 
Life Party (PPV). The electoral front 
came in ninth on 1.49% and failed 
to elect an MEP. 


In the 2019 October parliamentary 
elections Ventura was elected as the 
sole Chega MP. In regional elections 
in the Azores, in October 2020, the 
party gained two MPs and concluded 
a governance agreement with the 
traditional right, taking the balance 
of power in the regional government 
from the Socialist Party (PS). This was 
the moment the country learnt that the 
liberal and conservative Portuguese 
right will not have a problem reaching 
agreement with the far right to lead a 
future national government. 

However, an agreement between 
the PSD and CDS-PP for the 2021 
municipal elections leaves out Chega, 
which has infuriated Ventura, who 
may withdraw his party’s support. This 
could result in reverting the balance of 
power in the Azores to the PS. 

In February 2020, Ventura 
announced that he would run for 
the presidency of the republic. 
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He followed Trump’s script and 
conducted a campaign around the 
chemical castration of paedophiles, 
life sentences for convicted criminals, 
and the persecution of migrants and 
Portuguese ethnic minorities. And, 
while having a vague speech against 
corruption, he appealed to Portugal's 
colonial and fascist past. 

The successive polemics and 
inflammatory discourse gave Ventura 
great media attention. He won 11.9% 
and came third in the presidential 
poll, an historic result for the 
country’s far right. The most recent 
polls place Chega as the third or fourth 
national political force. 

The party has attracted people 
from across the right and extreme 
right. Among its leaders and some 15 
thousand militants with paid dues 
are former members of traditional 
Portuguese right-wing parties, former 
militants of the Partido Nacional 
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Chega is centred 
on its founder 
and leader, 
Andre Ventura 
(pictured), 

who has been 
nicknamed 
“Portuguese 
Trump” 


Renovador (PNR) (another far-right 


party) and various identity groups and — 


neo-nazis, members of the security 
forces, Catholic traditionalists, neo- 
Pentecostal evangelicals, conspiracy 
theorists and COVID-19 pandemic 
deniers. Chega has become an 
inescapable actor in Portuguese 
politics by federating the radical right 
with racist and xenophobic rhetoric. 
The party also has strong allies 
among the Portuguese economic 
elite. Its radically liberal economic 
programme, with proposals such 
as the total privatisation of the 
welfare state, liberalisation of labour 
legislation and the end of various 
social-support programmes, has 
gained the support of several bankers, 
businessmen and real-estate investors. 


Partido Nacional 
Renovador 

Founded in 2000, the PNR (National 
Renewal Party, rebranded last year as 
Ergue-te, which means Rise Up) is the 
most-enduring extreme-right party 
in the Portuguese democratic period. 
It has never succeeded in electing 
members in legislative and European 
elections, and it remains on the 
margins of Portuguese politics, having 
been overtaken by Chega in 2019. 

The PNR was an attempt to 
overcome the atomisation of the far 
right. With legal difficulties in creating 
a party from zero (the country’s 
constitution forbids it), its leaders 
bought the Democratic Renewal Party 
(PDR), created in the 1980s, taking 
over its debts. They changed its name, 
symbol and political programme. 

In 2005, José Pinto-Coelho was 
elected party president and it joined 
the newly created National Front, 
led by Mario Machado and Portugal 
Hammerskins (PHS). Two years later, 
in 2007, an operation of the Judicial 
Police put an end to this alliance and 
the party never recovered from this 
attachment to neo-nazis. 

The PNR never gained more than 
30,000 votes in the legislative and 
European elections. In the 2019 
parliamentary elections Chega 
achieved in one year what the PNR had 
been unable to achieve in almost 20 
years: to elect an MP. Thus, PNR fell 
into crisis by losing its status as the 
main political force on the far right. 


After accusing Ventura of stealing 
its programme, the PNR opted to 
change its image, altering its name 
to Ergue-te in July 2020, and its 
former symbol, inspired by the French 
National Front and British National 
Front, was replaced by one based on 
its initials. But the deep internal crises 
remain, beyond the huge financial 
debts suffocating the party. 


Nova Ordem Social 

Mario Machado created the neo-nazi 
Nova Ordem Social (NOS) (New Social 
Order) in 2014, while still in prison. 
Once on the outside, the former leader 
of the PHS structured the organisation, 
organised small demonstrations and 
established links with European neo- 
nazi parties and movements such as 
the Nordic Resistance Movement. 

In 2018, Machado founded a new 
motorbike group in Portugal, the Red & 
Gold, affiliated to Los Bandidos. Rivals 
Hells Angels attacked the meeting 
to formalise the new group and six 
of them received hospital treatment. 
Machado then lost the confidence of 
Los Bandidos in Germany and was 
expelled from the organisation. 

A year later, NOS, unable to 
structure itself as a party, organised 
an international meeting in Lisbon 
with neo-nazis from Bulgaria, France, 
Italy, Germany and Spain. On the day, 
10 August, there was an anti-fascist 
protest and the authorities closely 
monitored the nazi encounter. 

NOS remained on the margins of 
other extreme-right organisations and 
their internal disagreements but, with 
accusations of fund misappropriation 
arising from the international 
meeting, Machado announced 
the organisation’s suspension in 
November 2019. He also said it made 
no sense for “NOS, PNR and Chega” 
to compete in “virtually the same 
area” of politics after Ventura’s party 
entered parliament in October 2019. 


Portugal Hammerskins 
This is the most violent neo-nazi 
group in Portugal. It was officially 
accepted into the Hammerskin 
Nation in 2005 and its first leader was 
Machado. Today, the organisation has 
more than 20 members. 

In its early years, PHS was used by 
Machado as an elite force to become 
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hegemonic among the most violent 
extreme right, mainly within the 
National Front, created in 2005 and 
for a short period responsible for 
recruiting new members for the PNR. 

In 2007, the Judicial Police 
unleashed the first mega operation 
against neo-nazis: 31 were arrested, 
27 for the illegal possession of arms. 
The organisation remained discreet, 
despite sporadic conflicts with other 
groups, including Hell’s Angels bikers. 

In prison, Machado, who had been 
sentenced to 10 years, broke with his 
former comrades. He threatened to 
kill the wife of his former right-hand 
man in front of her children and 
denounced PHS as a criminal gang. 
The organisation lived through years 
of fragility until it recruited new 
members from 2014. 

The required proof of loyalty, 
including the brutal beatings of a 
black man and a trade unionist, 
brought PHS back into the sights 
of the Judicial Police. In 2016, the 
authorities launched the second 
mega operation for attempted 
murder, physical offences and racial 
discrimination against 18 people. The 
judicial process did not prevent PHS 
from hosting a European Officers 
Meeting in Sintra in January 2019. 


Blood & Honour 

Blood & Honour Portugal (B&H) is 
another neo-nazi group that is part of 
an international network. In 1998, the 
organisation Ordem Lusa (Lusitanian 
Order), founded by Miguel Temporao, 
accepted the oversight of the Spanish 
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Blood & Honour division to create a 
Portuguese subsidiary. 

The group is concentrated in the 
Porto metropolitan area, namely 
Matosinhos, where it organises 
concerts of neo-nazi bands two 
to three times a year (until the 
pandemic). It has two dozen members. 

B&H and PHS have had great 
moments of tension, because the 
former did not accept being subsumed 
within the latter, after they were 
formally accepted in the Hammerskin 
Nation. PHS even travelled to Porto to 
force its rivals to accept the absorption 
by force, but B&H refused and 
remained independent. 


Misanthropic Division 

The neo-nazi international network 
Misanthropic Division, created in 
2013 in the Ukraine, was launched in 
Portugal in 2015 on the instigation of 
Joao Martins, who was sentenced to 
17 years in prison for the murder of 
Alcindo Monteiro in 1995. Martins 
was one of the group’s main founders 
in Portugal and is said to have played 
a leading role in the cross-national 
network, having written its charter 
of principles. 

The Portuguese cell never had more 
than 10 members and limited itself 
to propaganda on social networks, 
publishing videos and images in 
support of the militiamen of the 
Ukrainian neo-nazi Azov movement. 
But it was the beginning of contact 
between Portuguese and Ukrainian 
extreme right groups and, although 
the cell has been deactivated, its 
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members are still on the circuit as they 
integrate with other organisations. 
The Portuguese have travelled to Kiev 
to participate in Azov-related events. 


Escudo Identitario 

According to a 2020 Europol report, 
Escudo Identitario (Identity Shield) 

is one of the most active Identitarian 
groups in Portugal. It organises media 
actions against the alleged danger of 
“Islamic invasion”, the supposed loss 
of European identity, and runs martial 
arts training events. 

Identity Shield was created 
in 2017 by young militants from 
within the PNR youth section and 
those in Portugueses Primeiro (P1) 
(Portuguese First Association), as an 
organisation outside the constraints 
of a party that would focus on the 
recruitment of young people. They 
had the help of Martins and Luis 
Vitor Rodrigues, another Portuguese 
extreme-right veteran. 

The group organised media actions, 
such as unfolding banners opposing 
immigration in public places and 
placing posters opposing gender 
ideology/politics in secondary schools 
and universities. They also organised 
a neo-fascist parade in Lisbon in 2018 
to celebrate Portugal’s independence 
from Spain in 1640. 

There were two moments of 
cooperation between PNR and the P1: 
a demonstration to “defend” the statue 
of 17th century priest and diplomat 
Father Antonio Vieira in October 2017, 
and through a conference that brought 
Gianluca Iannone, the leader of the 
neo-fascist movement CasaPound 
Italia (House of Ezra Pound), to 
Lisbon in June 2018. 

Identity Shield established a small 
group spanning the country and in 
May 2019 it invited Olena Semenyaka, 
international secretary of the National 
Corps, the political arm of the Azov 
movement, to speak at its Forum 
Prisma Actual conference in Lisbon. 


Portugueses Primeiro 

P1 is a nationalist association 
espousing Identitarianism founded in 
2015 by several well-known faces on 
the Portuguese extreme right, namely 
Martins, Rui Amiguinho (a former 
skinhead, former leader of PNR and 
owner of the nationalist Identitarian 
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book publisher Contra Corrente) 
and Nelson Dias da Silva (current 
spokesman for P1, Chega’s national 
official and member of its study office). 
P1 actively collaborates with other 
organisations on the Portuguese 
radical right, such as the Identity 
Shield, Lisboa Nossa and PNR. Since 
its foundation, it has organised several 
protests and conferences to glorify 
Portugal’s colonial past, the fascist 
dictatorship and the preservation of 
“national identity”. It has opposed 
receiving non-European immigrants 
and the construction of non-Christian 
places of worship through actions such 
spreading pig blood over the site of a 
proposed mosque in Lisbon. 


Resisténcia Nacional 
Created in 2020, Resisténcia Nacional 
(RN) (National Resistance) received 
national attention when it organised a 
parade in front of the headquarters of 
the SOS Racism movement in Lisbon 
on 8 August last year: participants 
carried torches and wore white 
masks. The gathering was another 
sign of the normalisation of Ventura’s 
hate speech. 

The name of the organisation is 
taken from its Bulgarian counterpart 
and its modus operandi replicates that 
of the neo-nazi German group the 
Immortals, adapted to the Portuguese 
context. RN also uses the encrypted 
message network Telegram to organise 
and YouTube to broadcast videos of its 
flash mob actions, although it has been 
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P1 has opposed the construction 
of non-Christian places of 
worship through actions such 
spreading pig blood over the 
site of a proposed mosque 
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silent since August 2020. It targets the 
youngest members of society. 

The organisation is composed of 
former members of the NOS, the 
National Renewal Party (Rise Up), 
former members of PHS and P1. Its 
leader is Nuno Cardoso, a former 
member of NOS who was invited to 
organise the local branch of Chega 
in Covilha. Other members include 
Cardoso’s ex-wife, Ana Cardoso, and 
Luis Martires, both from Chega. 


Movimento Zero 

Movimento Zero (Mo) is a semi- 
clandestine organisation made up of 
members of the Public Security Police 
(PSP) and the National Republican 
Guard (GNR). It was born in 2015, 
after several PSP agents were accused 
of kidnapping and torturing a group 
of young black people from Cova da 
Moura, a neighbourhood located on 
the outskirts of Lisbon. 

Mo is inspired by its US counterpart 
Blue Lives Matter. It has no official 
spokesperson, no formal leadership, 
and organises itself through social 
networks, communicating publicly 


through communiqués. One of its 
main slogans is “For Portugal, for the 
policemen”. Although it advocates 

an improvement in the working 
conditions of the security forces, its 
focus is on protecting their autonomy 
and powers of interventions. 

Its Facebook pages and groups 
often make threats to left-wing 
leaders and anti-racist organisations. 
The Portuguese Security, Organized 
Crime and Terrorism Observatory 
has classified Mo as a “worrying” and 
“dangerous” phenomenon. The Council 
of Europe has warned of the worrying 
level of infiltration by the far right into 
Portuguese security forces. 

In November 2019, the two 
security forces unions organised 
a demonstration in front of the 
Portuguese Parliament, with 
thousands of police officers from 
the PSP and GNR unions taking 
part. There was a large presence of 
Mo supporters. In a press release 
issued a few days earlier, the “Police 
Commission for the dignity and 
dignification of the Police” denounced 
the connection of Mo to the extreme 
right, particularly to Chega. 

Ventura, Chega’s leader, arrived 
at the protest wearing a Mo 
T-shirt and was greeted with great 
applause. In fact, Ventura was 
the only political leader invited to 
address the demonstration. Several 
well-known figures in Mo were 
candidates for Chega in the 2019 
legislative elections. ° 
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Paul Wainwright traces the links between academics and groupings that espouse 
aspects of this pseudoscience, many with the potential to influence government policy 


Tip of the iceberg 


mapping the racial eugenicists 


his research paper 

examines the direct and 

indirect connections that 

exist between a multitude 

of groups and individuals 
supportive of the racial eugenics 
agenda in its various manifestations. 
Patterns have emerged revealing that 
particular groups are acting as a hub 
or conduit for the expression of these 
views, in some cases reaching to the 
very heart of UK government policy. 

Links have also been identified 

between some UK players and 
international organisations promoting 
the racial eugenics ideology. It should 
be noted that this research represents 
only the tip of the iceberg and that 
further revelations are to be expected 
in the near future. 


David Ashton 

Ashton is a retired teacher, now living 
in Sheringham, Norfolk. In recent 
years, revelations have come to light 
in the national press revealing him 

to have been a teenage admirer and 
supporter of Oswald Mosley in the 
late 1950s. 

At that time he made several 
contributions to the Union 
Movement’s Action newspaper, 
although Ashton has stated that he 
had never been a member of the 
Union Movement or its Action party 
successor. However, he does say that 
he had attended five indoor and several 
outdoor Union Movement meetings, 
plus several Action dinners. Ashton 
appears not to have spoken publicly 
for the organisation or canvassed or 
leafleted for Oswald Mosley. 
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While an undergraduate at Oxford 
he met Max Mosley, Oswald Mosley’s 
son. In a series of recent email 
exchanges with the national press, 
Ashton writes: “Soon after my arrival 
at Oxford (in 1958), Max asked me 
if I would like to earn some vacation 
money by typing and editing ‘Dad’s 
proposed paperback ... Mosley had told 
Max to ask if I would help with what 
became ‘Mosley: Right Or Wrong?’ 
and Max came across from Christ 
Church into Pembroke to find me with 
a financially tempting bonus.” 

Ashton says that he had never 
idolised Oswald Mosley, although 
he had admired his intelligence and 
had agreed with many of his post- 
war policies. 

In more recent years, Ashton 
has been a relatively prolific 
commentator on several right- 
wing and white supremacist sites, 
including American Renaissance, a 
“race-realist” website, supportive of 
white interests, and the Quarterly 
Review, a cultural site with a right- 
wing orientation. Ashton’s Disqus 
profile shows that, since 2012, he 
has made over 16,460 contributions, 
including frequent contributions 
to American Renaissance and the 
Genetic Literacy Project. The latter 
has included articles critical of early 
eugenics practice of the type promoted 
in Nazi Germany, although supportive 
of modern eugenic aspirations. 

In a piece entitled “You think 
‘eugenics’ is a discredited practice? 
Think again, it’s back”’, Jon Entine, 
the project’s founder, writes: “Modern 
eugenic aspirations are not about 


the draconian top-down measures 
promoted by the Nazis and their ilk. 
Instead of being driven by a desire to 
‘improve’ the species, new eugenics 
is driven by our personal desire to 
be as healthy, intelligent and fit as 
possible — and for the opportunity 
of our children to be so as well. And 
that’s not something that should be 
restricted lightly.” 

In a discussion thread on the 
website from December 2018, Ashton 
voices his support of mainstream 
eugenics: “Perfection is a utopian not 
dystopian ambition. Otherwise we 
would abolish schools, hospitals and 
prisons. See my reference to Trotsky 
& Transhumanists in my defence of 
mainstream eugenics in The Quarterly 
Review online.” 

In November, 2019, he comments 
in another thread: “I am against 
the destruction of sentient and 
viable human beings. I am in favor 
of the reproduction of healthy and 
intelligent children. To synthesize 
these principles, rather than to set 
them in perpetual opposition, is the 
ethical requirement.” 

In a further discussion thread, 
also dating from November 2019, 


The Quarterly Review has a 
clear right-wing orientation, 
perfectly respectable on the 
surface but containing essays 
by writers who have expressed 
their support of eugenics 
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“Enduring misconception: Why are we 
still drawing evolution as a straight 
line?”, Ashton speaks in language that 
is more overtly racialist: “Let’s say it: 
the reason why the pictorial from ape 
to human is deprecated is because the 
Nordic at the head of the evolutionary 
queue is a step ahead of the Negro 
second in line, eg it is subliminally 
‘racist’ as per pre-1965 (back to Carus) 
biological anthropology. Hominid 
evolution is brachiate not unilinear, 
though crossing has occurred between 
subspecies. Here is a challenge to 
science issues: should we now revisit 
Wolpoff, Coon and Rushton? Much 
theorizing about hominid evolution is 
speculatively ‘multilinear’ as and when 
some bits of skull turn up somewhere: 
much more fossil evidence is needed.” 
Among a plethora of comments 
supportive of eugenics, the following 
stands out: “The essential purpose 
of eugenics has always been 
humanitarian: to minimize hereditary 
disabilities and to maximize hereditary 
abilities in future generations.” 
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The Quarterly Review 
Which brings us to the Quarterly 
Review and a piece contributed by 
Ashton entitled, “Hitler’s Holocaust — 
made in Britain?”. This is essentially 
a critical review of a BBC Four 
programme presented by Adam 
Pearson and Angela Saini (author of 
Superior: the Return of Race Science). 

Ashton voices his support of 
early eugenicists and eugenics in 
general and, in particular, Francis 
Galton: “Eugenics is about human 
birth and conception, not death and 
extermination. Galton proposed 
incentives to encourage parenthood 
and fecundity among healthier 
and more creative people, and to 
discourage reproduction of offspring 
with hereditary illnesses and 
social handicaps.” 

According to the Encyclopedia of 
Genocide, Galton bordered on the 
justification of genocide when he 
stated: “There exists a sentiment, for 
the most part quite unreasonable, 
against the gradual extinction of an 
inferior race.” 


In June 2020, University College 
London announced that it was 
renaming a building, named after 
Galton, because of his connection with 
eugenics. 

The Quarterly Review has a clear 
right-wing orientation, perfectly 
respectable on the surface but 
containing essays by writers who have 
expressed their support of eugenics in 
no uncertain terms in other forums. 
One case in point is the academic 
anthropologist, Edward Dutton. He 
had attended the London Conference 
on Intelligence, which has clear 
associations with the promotion of 
eugenics, in addition to appearing 
as a guest interviewee on the white 
nationalist podcast Red Ice. Dutton 
has also authored a paper in defence 
of Kevin MacDonald’s “Culture 
of Critique” series, which claims 
that Jewish people are biologically 
ethnocentric to the detriment of 
other groups. 

In July 2020, Dutton contributed 
a glowing review for the Quarterly 
Review of Memoirs of a Dissident 
Psychologist by Richard Lynn. 

Lynn is a former professor emeritus 
of psychology at Ulster University 
but had the title withdrawn by the 
university in 2018. He is also assistant 
editor of the white supremacist 
journal, Mankind Quarterly. The 
scientific community has been 
critical of Lynn’s work on racial and 
national differences in intelligence 
due to lack of scientific rigour and the 
distortion of data in order to promote 
a racialist agenda. 

Both Dutton and Lynn have 
been guest speakers at conferences 
organised by the Traditional Britain 
Group (TBG) with whom the Quarterly 
Review has direct links. For example, 
in October 2012, a day-long autumn 
conference in conjunction with the 
TBG was organised with the theme of 
“Reclaiming the Right”. 


Traditional Britain Group 
The TBG was founded in 2001 and 
is a well-organised association. 
On its website it voices a return 
to tradition, with the centrality of 
the “heterosexual family” as “the 
primary social unit”. 

Opposition to immigration, 
multiculturalism, political correctness 
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and Marxism lie at the core of its 
ideological principles. It has held 
annual conferences, which have 
provided a platform for a range of 
speakers from both the UK and 
further afield, including some who 
have received Home Office banning 
orders imposed on them, to prevent 
them entering the country. They 
include Richard Spencer, the US white 
supremacist, and Martin Hellmer 
from Generation Identity Austria. 
We have it on good authority that 
the group has been monitored by 
the Extremism Analysis Unit within 
the Home Office. In recent years, 
the group has provided a conference 
platform for leading eugenicists. 
In addition Gregory Lauder-Frost, 
TBG founder and vice-president, 
is the UK Head of Arktos Media, 
which has published authors who 
promote eugenics. 
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TBG 2018 Conference 
James Thompson, a former senior 
honorary lecturer in psychology 
at University College London, 
was invited to address the 2018 
conference. In 2015-2016, Thompson 
was due to host the London 
Conference on Intelligence, which 
attracted a motley crew of neo-nazis, 
white supremacists and Holocaust 
deniers, and which has been described 
as a “eugenics” conference. However, 
due to external pressures, Thompson 
withdrew at the last minute. 
Thompson’s replacement was 
Richard Lynn. In recent years, 
Lynn has been a frequent speaker 
at conferences hosted by the white 
nationalist publication, American 
Renaissance, and this was his first 
appearance at a TBG event. 
In 1995, Lynn was quoted by the 
media watchdog group Fairness 


In light of the evidence, the 
Traditional Britain Group has 
become a hub and conduit for 
the modern revival of interest 
in eugenics 


JARED TAYLOR, 


founder and 
editor of white 
supremacist 
magazine 
American 
Renaissance 
(now online), 
addresses a 
“La France 
en danger” 
conference 


& Accuracy in Reporting (FAIR) 

as saying: “Evolutionary progress 
means the extinction of the less 
competent. To think otherwise is 
mere sentimentality ...” This and 
similar messages could be identified 
as underpinning concepts of his 2018 
TBG conference speech. 


TBG 2019 conference 
The connections between race and 
intelligence, which were a focus of the 
address presented to the 2018 TBG 
conference by Lynn, were continued 
at the 2019 conference in an address 
given by Dutton. Despite the TBG 
describing him as “an erudite and 
highly entertaining academic and 
anthropologist”, his work and recent 
activities have been the subject of 
much controversy and criticism. 
Dutton had attended the 2017 
London Conference on Intelligence, 
which is associated with eugenics, 
and was one of 15 attendees who 
contributed to a defence of the 
conference in response to media 
coverage of the event. In his address, 
Dutton picked up on some of the 
themes in his book, Race Differences 
in Ethnocentrism, which promotes 
the view that Europeans, subject 
to less stringent environments 
than other races, possess a larger gene 
pool, meaning that they are able to 
produce geniuses. 


Arktos Media 

Gregory Lauder-Frost, TBG 
vice-president, is listed on the 
company’s website as UK Head of 
Arktos. Dutton’s aforementioned book, 
Race Differences in Ethnocentrism, 
was published by Arktos in May 2019. 
Links were provided on its website 

to an interview with the author on 
the Red Ice channel on YouTube. The 
interview and the channel have now 
been removed for violating YouTube’s 
policy on hate speech. 
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Elsewhere on the Arktos website one 
can find extended essays addressing 
epigenetics, the study of how 
environmental factors and lifestyle 
choices influence our genes. Some 
commentators have warned that a form 
of eugenics, incorporating epigenetics, 
would at its most extreme reject the 
rights of those with undesirable, 
inheritable epigenetic markers to 
reproduce for fear of negatively 
impacting future generations. In recent 
years, concerns have been voiced that 
racists might hijack epigenetics to 
further their cause. 

In this latter context, Arktos has 
published on its website a two-part 
essay by Kerry Bolton, Spengler, 
Epigenetics and the Idea of ‘Race. The 
essay has as its central theme how 
Oswald Spengler’s teaching on human 
race might be vindicated by recent 
studies in epigenetics. Bolton has been 
actively involved in several fascist 
political groups in New Zealand, 
including the Church of Odin, Order of 
the Left Hand Path, the New Zealand 
Fascist Union and the New Zealand 
National Front. 

In light of the evidence available, 
it would be true to say that the TBG 
has become a hub and conduit for 
the modern revival of interest in 
eugenics in light of it providing a 
platform for the likes of Dutton, Lynn 
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and Thompson. These high-profile 
individuals are associated with events 
such as the controversial London 
Conference of Intelligence, and beyond 
that links can be made with a range of 
organisations, events and publications 
with an international reach. 


The London Conference 

of Intelligence and 
Andrew Sabisky 

The London Conference on Intelligence 
is an invitation-only event for research 
on aspects of human intelligence, 
including race and intelligence and 
eugenics. Founded in 2014, it was held 
in the Pearson Building at University 
College London on four occasions, 
hosted by Thompson, who was an 
honorary UCL senior. 

In light of public revelations made 
regarding the 2017 conference, UCL 
subsequently stated that it had been 
unaware that the conference had 
occurred on its campus, and that its 
participants “were not approved or 
endorsed by UCL”. Following these 
revelations, the conference was 
moved from London to Skanderborg, 
Denmark, in May 2018. 

The journal Intelligence later 
published correspondence in defence 
of the conference authored by 15 of its 
attendees disputing that the London 
Conference of Intelligence was a 


eugenics meeting. However, one of 
the contributors, psychologist Aurelio 
José Figueredo, was reported to have 
received funding from the US-based 
Pioneer Fund, a private foundation 
based in New York that financially 
supports the study of eugenics. Recent 
Pioneer grants have been awarded 

to, among others, white supremacist 
Jared Taylor and Pioneer Fund board 
member Richard Lynn. 


The Sabisky affair 
Dominic Cummings, former chief 
advisor to Boris Johnson, had 
advertised in early 2020 for “weirdos 
and misfits with odd skills” to work 
alongside him. One of the respondees 
to this advert was Andrew Sabisky 
who was subsequently appointed to 
the role of a Downing Street advisor. 
Critics of the appointment singled 
out comments made by Sabisky 
in support of eugenics and giving 
children mind-enhancing drugs for 
their educational benefits. “From a 
societal perspective the benefits of 
giving everyone modafinil once a week 
are probably worth a dead kid once a 
year,” he claimed in a 2016 interview. 
In 2014, Sabisky wrote a comment on 
Cummings’ own website: “One way to 
get around the problems of unplanned 
pregnancies creating a permanent 
underclass would be to legally 


US WHITE 
supremacist Richard 
Spencer (left) is 
barred from the 
UK; Traditional 
Britain Group 
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Hopwood-Phillips 
(bottom, far left) 
has published 
ex-Downing Street 
adviser Andrew 
Sabisky on his 
Excvbiter blog 
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Cummings writes: “The spread of 
knowledge and education is itself a danger 
and cannot eliminate gaps in wealth 

and power created partly by unequally 
distributed heritable characteristics” 


enforce universal uptake of long-term 
contraception at the onset of puberty”. 
Following the very controversy 
surrounding his appointment, Sabisky 
was forced to resign. 

Prior to his appointment further 
research indicates that Sabisky 
had also presented a paper at 
the 2014 London Conference on 
Intelligence entitled, “The efficacy 
of early childhood interventions in 
improving cognitive outcomes”. Other 
speakers at the 2014 conference 
included Dutton, Thompson, 
Figueredo, Noah Carl and Helmuth 
Nyborg (the latter instrumental in 
moving the conference to its 2018 
Danish location). 


Dominic Cummings 

and eugenics 

It is perhaps not altogether 
unsurprising that Dominic Cummings 
appointed Sabisky to the post of 
special advisor considering that, as 

an education adviser to Michael Gove, 
Cummings wrote what is called a 
“private thesis” for the then Secretary 
of Education. What Cummings himself 
calls an “essay” runs to 237 pages and 
is titled “Some thoughts on education 
and political priorities”. 

This essay covers a number of areas, 
one of which was the topic of genetics 
and “heritable” characteristics as being 
decisive in education. Cummings 
viewed the acquisition of education 
and knowledge as representing a threat 
to human progress and resilience. He 
writes in his conclusion: “The spread 
of knowledge and education is itself 
a danger and cannot eliminate gaps 
in wealth and power created partly 
by unequally distributed heritable 
characteristics.” 

Cummings’ document appears to 
indicate that he views attempts to 
equalise opportunity among rich and 
poor as misguided because those 
who are wealthy or occupy a higher 
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social class are there because of their 
superior genes. 


Boris Johnson 
Following the Sabisky controversy 
in early 2020 it is worthwhile noting 
that Downing Street refused to say 
whether Boris Johnson supported 
the views expressed by Sabisky on 
eugenics and a further suggestion that 
black Americans have a lower average 
IQ than white Americans. In a 2013 
speech Johnson himself stated that 
any discussion about equality had to 
take account of the fact that 16% of 
“our species” had an IQ below 85 while 
around 2% had an IQ above 130, with 
the caveat: “The harder you shake the 
pack, the easier it will be for some 
cornflakes to get to the top.” 

In 2000, when Johnson was 
editor of The Spectator, the magazine 
carried an article from columnist 
Taki, which said: “On average, 
Orientals are slower to mature, less 
randy, less fertile, and have larger 
brains and higher IQ scores. Blacks 
are at the other pole, and whites fall 
somewhere in the middle, although 
closer to the Orientals than the blacks.” 


Sabisky’s connections 
with the TBG 

In addition to his connection with the 
London Conference on Intelligence, 
Sabisky also has connections with 
other individuals who were previously 
active in the TBG, one of whom had 

a close relationship with Johnson’s 
current partner, Carrie Symonds. 


Henry Hopwood-Phillips 
Henry Hopwood-Phillips had been 
a regular high-profile attendee at 
TBG events and edits an online 
blog, Exevbitor, which addresses 
cultural and spiritual themes from 
a reactionary traditionalist angle, 
to which Sabisky has contributed 
several articles. 
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In one piece, Sabisky argues for a 
restoration of a one-year lectionary 
through Western Christianity making 
arguments about the educational 
psychology behind its spiritual impact, 
educational psychology being a 
primary focus of Sabisky’s thinking, as 
has previously been highlighted. 


Oliver Haiste and 
Carrie Symonds 
Johnson’s current partner, Carrie 
Symonds, had previously conducted 
an “emotionally charged” relationship 
with Oliver Haiste, a friend and 
associate of Hopwood-Phillips. Both 
Haiste and Hopwood-Phillips had 
been actively involved in the TBG, 
with Haiste being a particularly vocal 
contributor at many meetings. 

In 2016, he argued that a new 
publication, Pravda International 
(with planned offices in Edinburgh), 


' would be a “cross between The 


Spectator, New Statesman and 
Vice,” but despite an alleged £8.3 
million investment (which was never 
verified) nothing happened. Haiste 
has commented that he had been 
encouraged into journalism by Carrie 
Symonds’ father, Matthew Symonds. 
Both Haiste and Hopwood-Phillips 
were friendly at this time with Matt 
Tait (also a regular attendee at TBG 
events), while Haiste listed Larry 
Nunn aka Max Musson (a driving 
force supporter of the now proscribed 
National Action) as an online 
Facebook friend. It is believed that 
Tait was actively involved as editor of 
Western Spring, a white supremacist 
website, which has published several 
articles addressing subjects such 
as ‘Evolutionary mortality’, ‘Rapid 
evolution’ and ‘The dilution and 
corruption of the white DNA code’. 


Sabisky and Open Psych 
Open Psych is a publisher of three 
open-access scientific journals on 
behavioural genetics, psychology, and 
quantitative research in sociology. 
Open Psych has published articles 
widely considered scientific racism, 
while several members of its editorial 
board hold far-right political views 
and attended the controversial London 
Conference on Intelligence. 

In April 2019, Carl, who reviews 
submissions for Open Quantitative 
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Sociology & Political Science, was 
dismissed as a research fellow at 

St Edmund’s College, Cambridge, 
because of his controversial 
association with Open Psych, that 
included collaborating with a number 
of individuals who are known to hold 
racist and far-right political views, 
including one Emil Kirkegaard. 
Sabisky is listed as a member of the 
online Open Psych forum. 


International Connections 
Sabisky and Helmuth Nyborg 
Nyborg is a Danish psychologist and 
author. In his research Nyborg has 
argued that white people tend to 

be more intelligent than blacks and 
that immigration from non-Western 
countries leads to a decline in the 
average intelligence of the receiving 
country. 

His papers have been heavily 
criticised within and outside academia 
and, in 2013, the Danish Committees 
for Scientific Dishonesty ruled 
that he had committed scientific 


misconduct in a paper entitled The 
decay of Western civilization: double 
relaxed Darwinian selection. In 
recent years, he has been an invited 
speaker to the extreme right Scandza 
Forum events, while Sabisky shared 

a platform with Nyborg at the 2015 
London Conference on Intelligence 
and additionally has written letters in 
support of Nyborg, which have been 
published in Psychological Comments, 
edited by Thompson. 


Scandza Forum 

A relatively recent international 
development has been a series 

of conferences held in various 
Scandinavian countries going under 
the umbrella of Scandza Forum. One 
feature of these conferences has been 
the presence of attendees from a range 
of European countries, including 
individuals from the UK connected 
to the TBG and the now defunct 
London Forum. 

One speaker at the Scandza Forum, 
held in Copenhagen in September 
2018, was the aforementioned Nyborg. 
Other speakers scheduled to appear 
were Taylor, Christoffer Dulny 
(founder of the Nordic Alt-Right and 
former budget director of the Sweden 
Democrats), Tait and Frodi Midjord, 
the Forum’s founder and organiser. 

This was Nyborg’s first address 
at a Scandza Forum event and his 
presentation had a particular focus on 
intelligence differences between those 
who live in warmer climes near the 
equator and those who live in colder 
climes as we approach the Arctic 
and the Scandinavian countries. His 
presentation was of a complex nature, 
with many references to ongoing 
research and the use of a multitude of 
graphs and scattercharts. 

The theme of the November 
2019 Scandza Forum was ‘Human 
biodiversity’, examining evolutionary 
and biological explanations on both 
human behaviour, and the differences 
between human populations and races. 

Both Nyborg and Dutton shared the 
platform alongside white supremacists 
Greg Johnson (editor of Counter- 
Currents and author of The White 
Nationalist Manifesto), and the US 
academic Kevin MacDonald, director 
of the white nationalist American 
Freedom Party. * 
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Hits and misses 
German justice in focus 


A terrorist is convicted, but a Holocaust denier manages to escape prosecution. 
Siobhan Hyland brings us up to date on how the extreme right in Germany has 
fared over the past year in a follow-up to stories previously covered by Searchlight 


earchlight has been following the extreme 
right and far right in Germany for many years, 
however, 2019 and 2020 brought some major 
events that have left scars on the political and 
social landscape. Not only that, but looking 
back on 2020 reveals a series of disturbing escalations 
in far-right action. Coupled with the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, events have presented the far right with new 
opportunities to spread their messages of hate, divisiveness 
and violence. They have used people’s genuine concerns 
about freedom of movement to insert their insidious and 
pervasive rhetoric to add new fervour to their cause. 
Searchlight also brings readers the latest information 
on the trial of Lady Michéle Renouf, an investigation that 
has spanned several years and has just been dismissed in 
the Dresden courts. 


Terror attacks 

In October 2019, a shooting in Halle resulted in the deaths 
of two people. According to DW.com, the man responsible 
used the online platform Twitch to live stream his terrorist 
attack from his helmet camera. (Twitch is a video game site 
that has broadcasting and viewing platforms, and is used 
by gamers to live stream their gaming.) Stephan Balliet, 
the 28-year-old man responsible for the attack, was unable 
to gain access to a synagogue to kill the 52 Jewish people 
inside. Instead, his attack resulted in the murder of two 
innocent civilians outside. 

The use of an online platform to live stream an attack 
brings a new violence to the crimes. During Balliet’s trial, 
he told the judge that using Twitch was important to his 
plans — it formed a large part of the attack, enabling him 
to stream the video as an advertisement to other would-be 
terrorists. Balliet stated that he had followed the example 
of the Christchurch, New Zealand, killer Brenton Tarrant, 
a white supremacist who had used Facebook to stream 
his murderous attack on two mosques that left 51 people 
dead. Balliet added that Facebook had quickly taken down 
Tarrant’s channel. 

This shows a transatlantic knowledge of similar-minded 
individuals by this terrorist, who had then learnt from the 
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Christchurch atrocity to use a different streaming platform 
to broadcast his crime of carnage. 

Ballet’s case went to trial despite the current pandemic, 
demonstrating the serious nature of this crime; he was 
charged with the murder of two people, the attempted 
murder of 68 people, Holocaust denial and incitement of 
the people. In December last year he was jailed for life. The 
prosecutor in the case described the attack as one of the 
most repulsive acts of antisemitic violence since the Second 
World War. 

In the wake of the Halle attack there were inevitable 
clashes between anti-fascists and supporters of the 
far-right National Democratic Party of Germany (NPD). 
However, towards the end of 2019 anti-fascists managed 
to prevent the NPD holding a march in Lower Saxony and 
held a counterdemonstration to the NPD’s rally in Hanover, 
outnumbering the neo-nazis by more than 5000 to 100. 

As Germany was beginning to overcome the tensions and 
grief following Halle, Tobias Rathjen went on a killing spree 
in the city of Hanau in February 2020, an attack that was 
more deadly than Balliet’s. Rathjen killed 10 people at close 
range — immigrants from other countries. The crime was 
devastating, but small positive developments have started 
to emerge following these attacks. 


Monitoring 

Anti-fascists are now using the online platforms that neo- 
nazis have been using to spread their hate to monitor right- 
wing activity, as reported by DW.com in December. What 


The Halle shooting shows a transatlantic 
knowledge of similar-minded individuals 
by this terrorist, who had learnt from the 
Christchurch atrocity to use a different 
streaming platform to broadcast his 
crime of carnage 
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this shows is that anti-fascists are taking on a monitoring 
role that would normally be reserved for police services — 
and then taking action against the neo-nazis. 

Following these attacks and continued tensions, the 
government promised to investigate anyone with links 
to the far right and to step up action against right-wing 
political parties and the more extreme and far-right groups, 
such as Aryan Circle, which are emerging in a free and 
democratic country. 

As reported on npr.org by Rob Smitz in December, the 
Saxony police force investigated several cadets who had 
been accused of sending racist social media posts. The 
police removed one of them from the force, but in the case 
of another said that it could not confirm there had been 
a breach of professional conduct. Another investigation, 
this time involving teachers in the police academy, 


concluded that there was no evidence of racism, but that the 


individuals in question needed to be retrained to recognise 
racist attitudes. 

Such allegations are concerning, yet Germany’s 
Interior Minister Horst Seehofer has refused to admit 
that there are problems of this nature within the police 
or security agencies. 

However, after the killing of George Floyd in the USA 
in May and the subsequent protests across the world over 
the summer, Seehofer paused a study into racial profiling 
among the German police services. A recent study found 
that there had been more than 1,000 suspected cases in 
the Army within a three-year period, but even this has 
not moved forward any work on institutional or systemic 
racism within the armed or uniformed services. 

However, there has been some action on the ground 
by the police. Raids on the far right have resulted in the 
group Sturmbrigade 44, also known as Wolfsbrigade 44, 
being banned, and a series of measures have been taken 
against its members. This proscription means that officials 
can confiscate assets, along with any material pertaining 
to the group. 

On their clothing, the Sturmbrigade 44 bear large 
insignia that use old-style German script. Concerningly, 
there is a reverence of the Dirlewanger Brigade, a 
particularly violent group that committed war atrocities 
in the Second World War, including murder and rape. 
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What today is incredibly important is to 
link these modern-day events with the 
past, and act quickly to deal with them, 
because they threaten the stability and 
freedoms that Germany takes so seriously 


Ingrained in their very name, the 44 stands for DD (the 
fourth letter of the alphabet), or Division Dirlewanger. 
The Dirlewanger Brigade was named after Waffen-SS 
Commander Oskar Dirlewanger, a man who committed 
heinous crimes during the war — including burning people 
alive — who is well respected by them. 

Although the group was well connected with other 
extreme and far-right groups, it was not playing a central 
role within the far right in Germany up until it was 
proscribed. What is clear, though, is the virulence of their 
beliefs and their adoration of war criminals, which should 
concern the German authorities. 


Recruitment opportunity 

Turning now to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, an article 
published in voanews.com warns that far-right groups are 
potentially using the lockdown to recruit members. Taking 
advantage of the frustration people living in lockdown are 
feeling, the far right is using the restrictions to agitate and 
influence people to protest, but with the backdrop of neo- 
nazis and Holocaust deniers behind it. 

Previously, the far-right used anti-Islamic or anti- 
immigration rhetoric to garner support, but now the groups 
are using the loss of rights under lockdown to advance 
their membership. They are also using the assault on the 
Capitol Building in the USA to motivate their actions. 
Researchers state that a large number of QAnon members 
in Europe are indeed in Germany. QAnon is a conspiracy 
theory movement who believe that former President 
Donald Trump was in a secret war against elite Satanist 
paedophiles in the government, big business and the 
media. German intelligence officers are said to be carefully 
watching this news in regards to Germany, to be ready to 
counteract any far-right fall-out from the US events. 

Turning to official German politics, npr.org states that 
Alternative for Germany (AfD) is on the verge of being put 
under surveillance for violation of the German Constitution 
following a two-year investigation. The agency responsible 
for the report allegedly found instances of denigration 
against Muslim migrants, and a trivialisation of Germany’s 
Nazi past. 

Another concern about the AfD is how quickly the party 
has established its political presence within Germany, with 
a 12% share of the vote or 88 members in the Bundestag. 
The AfD has tried to downplay this concern, by stating that 
it is being stigmatised and labelled ‘nazi’ due to the success 
Sturmbrigade 44, it has had. A spokesperson for the AfD has stated that there 
aka Wolfsbrigade _ will be a legal challenge to overturn the decision should the 
44 party as a whole be put under constant surveillance. 
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Dismissed 

One of Searchlight’s investigations, spanning several 
years, has followed the trial of Lady Michéle Renouf, who 
was arrested for hate speech following a rally in 2018 in 
Dresden. The trial was due to take place last year, then 
delayed due to COVID-19; however, the case has now been 
dismissed. Searchlight was informed that the trial was 
dropped due the increased attention it was expected to get 
from the far right. An additional concern would be if the 
prosecution were to lose: what would be the ramifications 
for those who uphold truth and justice versus those who 
seek to deny the Holocaust. 

Renouf did not use the opportunity to learn lessons 
from 2018, and a film posted on YouTube on 9 November, 
allegedly created on 14 October, just after the dismissal, 
features Wolfram Nahrath, Renouf’s solicitor. Nahrath gave 
a statement in German outlining the case: in his opinion 
there had been a translation error of the words spoken by 


Renouf in Dresden. He also says that he could only speculate 


as to why the case was dismissed, but suggests that it might 
have been due to the length of time from the alleged offence 
to the case coming to court, as well as potential media 
interest in the case. 

Moving on from this, in November Renouf gave a radio 
interview to Kevin Barrett, in which she talked about the 
case and discussed notable Holocaust deniers. As can be 
imagined, for any anti-fascist, it makes for vile listening. 

A far-right blogger following the case goes into detail 
about the trial and the reasons why it was stopped, 
which will be the feature of a new book written by Peter 
Rushton, Renouf’s partner, who it is claimed, was an expert 
consultant to Renouf’s legal team. 

Looking at people surrounding Renouf, a post published 
in the aforementioned blog in December 2020 is centred on 
the well-known Holocaust denier Ursula Haverbeck, who 


has been prosecuted in Germany several times for Holocaust 
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denial. The post is accompanied by a photograph featuring 
Haverbeck alongside none other than Lady Renouf. 

Reading through the blog shows several entries about 
Renouf’s interaction with interviews about the case, and 
a sizeable post consisting of a history of Jewish banking 
taken over by the Nazis in Germany. It contains the usual 
Holocaust minimisation and denial, and does not give any 
considered analysis. For example, it mentions the book 
Justice Delayed, by the late Professor David Cesarani, 
but does nothing to explain the link to Britain’s failure to 
prosecute alleged Nazi war criminals in Britain. This was 
likely an attempt to try to downplay Nazi Germany, and 
maximise crimes of war, such as Dresden. This is a typical 
trope of the far right — one that is often used to confuse and 
distort those they seek to convert to their ideology. 

Germany has done a great amount to publicise 
and examine its Nazi past. This has included the 
#everynamecounts project launched last year by the 
Arolsen Archives, which this year included a multimedia 
installation to commemorate Holocaust Remembrance 
Day on 27 January. The names of the 10 million victims of 
the Holocaust were projected onto the wall of the French 
Embassy in the centre of Berlin for one week in the run-up 
to the day and a live video of the installation was streamed 
around the world. However, what today is incredibly 
important — and vital — is to link these modern-day events 
with the past, and act quickly to deal with them, because 
they threaten the stability and freedoms that Germany takes 
so seriously. 

Many of the items that Searchlight has showcased in 
this article bear a striking resemblance to events from the 
Nazi past, and demonstrate clearly that the far right in 
Germany is taking a terrifying turn. It seems that virulent 
antisemitism and extreme views are becoming more 
mainstream, and this has been on the increase, rather than 
decrease in recent years. @ 
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he fascist “league of 

combat” was formed 

in Britain 100 years 

ago, in the spring of 

1921. It was the work of 
Italians — Mussolini’s London-based 
“proud boys” — who were military 
men with a mix of business and 
academic backgrounds. The league 
was set up as an offshoot of the Fasci 
di Combattimento (later the National 
Fascist Party (NFP)), which had been 
launched in Milan by Benito Mussolini 
in March 1919. 

The London branch was the first 
inroad of Blackshirts outside of Italian 
borders. The exact date of birth of 
the London fascio — 12 June 1921 — 
appears in a handwritten document, 
about the size of A4, headed “II 
fascio di Londra — Verbale della 
Costituzione” (The fascio of London — 
Report of its constitution) (see facing 
page). The heading, in black ink and 
bold characters, indicates that the 
“combatants” took the trouble to order 
it from a printing shop before they 
met for the signatures, which takes 
the date of the actual discussions and 
preparations surrounding the formal 
launch of the league probably back to 
May, or even earlier. 

The handwritten text begins: 
“Today, 12 June 1921, the 
undersigned declare that the Fascio 
di Combattimento Italiano a Londra 
(The Italian Fascio of Combat in 
London) has been formed.” 

The document lists seven aims. 
The first recommends “upholding 
absolutely the principle of nationality 
and the launching of propaganda 
activities and patriotic education”. 
Then comes a set of measures aimed 
at putting under strict control the 
Italian community in the UK, about 
20,000 people at the time. (This aim, 
by the way, was fully implemented.) 
The penultimate article envisages 
the setting up of an organisation of 
“fascist sympathisers chosen among 
Italian and foreign like-minded 
people” (foreign “minds” in 
the original). 

The recruitment of “foreign 
minds” went hand in hand with the 
idea that, as a doctrine, fascism had 
universal appeal and could expand 
in the same way that the Catholic 
Church had successfully done for 
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Mussolini s 
‘proud boys’ 


A century ago, Italian fascists set up the first offshoot of 
the Fasci di Combattimento in London. Alfio Bernabei 
reflects on the genesis of the movement in the UK 


centuries. Mussolini was following 
this example in hailing the “universal 
spirit” of fascism. This vacuous 
definition can be easily ridiculed but, 
as we can see at the present time, 
behind it lurks a continuous threat 
with concrete possibilities of soft or 
violent resurgence. 

The document was signed by eight 
men, including some who in the 
following years helped to successfully 
subjugate the Italian community in 
the UK with fascist party branches 
established in more than a dozen 
towns — from Cardiff and London to 
Edinburgh and Belfast. 

The first signatory on the list is 
Giuseppe Moraschi. He was an army 
captain who five months later helped 
to organise the first march of Italian 
Blackshirts to Westminster Abbey 
(the first march planned in 1921 was 
cancelled at the last minute at the 
request of the Home Office; it was 


Lintorn-Orman 
founder of the 
British Fascisti 


ROTHA BERYL 


to take place in full fascist uniform 
in 1922). 

Fourth on the list was Giovanni 
Savani, editor of the Italian newspaper 
in London, La Cronaca, that in 
1922 turned into the fascist weekly, 
LEco d'Italia. Its offices were at 14 
Little Howland Street, Soho. Other 
signatories were Camillo Pellizzi, 

a professor at University College 
London who was in personal contact 
with Mussolini, and Achille Bettini, 
who was to become secretary of the 
NFP in the UK. 


Beginnings 
The seed of the Italian Fascio of 
Combat in London had been planted 
two years earlier, on 4 November 
1919, with the setting up of the Unione 
Reduci Militari Italiani—Sezione 
di Londra (URMI), an association 
of Italian ex-soldiers from the First 
World War. One of its most prominent 
members was Antonio Cippico, 
another professor at University 
College London. According to a report 
published later by the NFP in the UK, 
it was at Cippico’s house near Holland 
Park that the creation of the London 
Fascio of Combat was discussed. 

With the founders comprising 
army people and intellectuals, it 
certainly wasn’t the concept of poorly 
educated hotheads. Both Cippico and 
Pellizzi also wrote for the newspaper 
that Mussolini edited at the time, I] 
Popolo dTtalia. Significantly, the most 
prominent advertisers in the Italian 
fascist newspaper in London, L’Eco 
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dTtalia, were two Italian banks with 
some British directors and the Pirelli 
tyre company. 

Relatively few people in the spring 
of 1921, in Britain, were aware of 
fascism and Mussolini. The March on 
Rome, the mass demonstration that 
led to Mussolini and his party taking 
over the government, was still more 
than a year away. Probably better 
informed would have been the 
readers of The Daily Herald, 
edited by Labour MP George 
Lansbury, and those of Workers’ 
Dreadnought, edited by socialist 
and suffragist Sylvia Pankhurst. 

She had got to know the Italian 
anarcho-syndicalist Silvio Corio, 
who had contributed to the 
newspaper while being a member 

of the group of Italian political 

exiles active in and around Soho. 
This was the group that in 1922 
created the first organised antifascist 
movement outside of Italy. 

Questions remain to what extent 
the creation of the Fascio of Combat 
in London encouraged British 
sympathisers to develop their own 
variant. Most historians have left an 
unexplored two-year gap between 
1921 and 1923 when the “British 
Fascisti” was set up by Miss Rotha 
Beryl Lintorn-Orman, following 
the publication of an advertisement 
seeking like-minded anti-communists 
in the right-wing journal The Patriot 
in February 1922. 

Historian Steven Woodbridge, in a 
recent essay, stressed the importance 
of looking into this early period to 
fully understand the impact of Italian 
fascism in the genesis of fascism 
in Britain, before historians jump 
to Oswald Mosley’s creation of the 
British Union of Fascists in 1932. 

Lintorn-Orman herself came from a 
military-intellectual background close 
to that of the Italians behind URMI 
and the Fascio of Combat; there may 
have been contacts between them long 
before they appear to have shared 
an address in Great Russell Street in 
London. There is evidence of a fascist 
Anglo-Italian line of communication 
as early as 1921 via a former army 
officer and writer, Harold Goad, who 


consorted with the Italian Blackshirts. 


Some British sympathisers were 
on good terms with the fascio long 
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before they 

attended the first Italian Black 
Shirt Gala Ball at the Cecil Hotel in 
February 1923. The role of Sir Rennell 
Rodd, the former British ambassador 
to Rome and a fascist sympathiser, 


di Londra; an needs to be fully explored alongside 
early edition that of the British-Italian League of 
of the fascist which he was a member. 

La Cronaca; Woodbridge is right in urging 
and Lond on a reassessment of historiography 
Blackshirts regarding the genesis of fascism in 
welcome Britain and the influence of Italian 
Mussolini fascism in its development. After 

at Victoria 


examining the role of the so-called 
British radical right or die-hard right 
within the Conservative Party, he 
writes: “In truth, British fascists at this 
time were not just ‘dreamers’ or paying 
mere lip-service to Fascism. They were 
determined to put their fascist doctrine 
into practice, despite the sometimes 
violent or illegal consequences.” 


station in 1922 
months after 
he took over 
government 


The seed of the Italian fascio of 
combat had been planted two 
years earlier, with the setting up 
of the Unione Reduci Militari 
Italiani—Sezione di Londra 


A number 
of episodes between 
the creation of the Italian Fascio of 
Combat in 1921 and that of the British 
Fascisti remain unexplored. These 
range from the adulatory articles in 
the British press about Mussolini, 
treated as an ideal leader even before 
the march on Rome, to the decision by 
the British Embassy in Rome to allow 
NFP secretary Michele Bianchi, who 
was an expert in the elimination of 
trade unionists, to enter its premises 
for talks — again before that fateful 
march. There also appears to have 
been some sort of agreement between 
Mussolini and Scotland Yard in 1923, 
apparently aimed at monitoring 
the activities of Italian anti-fascists 
in London. 

So, by the time Mosley came onto 
the scene in the 1930s, supported 
financially by Mussolini, the terrain 
for fascists had been well prepared. ® 


An essay by Alfio Bernabei on the 

same subject, alongside another by 
Steven Woodbridge, appears in the 
book Fascism and Anti-fascism in Great 
Britain, published in English by Pacini 
Editore, Italy, 2020 
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Countering the 
rise of the far right 


A new TUC report highlights the growing influence of extremists in mainstream politics 
and argues that unions must be at the forefront of the fightback. Cathy Pound reports 


he fact that far right 

political parties are 

the “second or third 

strongest electoral 

forces in many 
European countries” — and that the far 
right has “taken power at a national 
level” in Hungary, Poland, Turkey, 
Brazil and Columbia, for example, 
alongside an increase in street 
movements internationally — shows 
that far from being a “fringe issue” at 
the “margins of politics and society” 
that far-right ideology has successfully 
been mainstreamed. 

With this rise in the far right 
internationally self-evident, the TUC 
has taken the lead in producing an in- 
depth report on the issue. The Rise of 
the Far Right: Building a Trade Union 
Response was launched at an online 
event in December 2020. The authors, 
Dr Stiofan O Nuallain and Dr Sean 
Byers of Trademark Belfast, spoke in 
depth with trade unionists in the UK, 
Brazil, Italy and Germany and some of 
these contributors appeared online as 
speakers at the report’s launch. 

The conditions that have allowed this 
to happen, the strategies deployed by 
the far right and some of the ways in 
which trade unions have tried to stem 
or halt their success are outlined in the 
report, as are some “areas for action”, 
which have been formulated with the 
trade union contributors. 

TUC general secretary Frances 
O’Grady, in her foreword, hopes that, 
“despite the sobering advance of the 
far right”, the report can act asa 
“comprehensive resource” that offers 
“practical solutions”. It “contains 
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encouraging news for trade unionists”— 
internationally, unions are “leading 
successful, progressive coalitions 
against the far right ... leveraging their 
industrial power, engaging employers 
in the struggle against extremism”. 

“As well as raising awareness of the 
far-right threat, we must show that our 
fortunes as working people rise and 
fall as one. Black and white, women 
and men, young and old, workers are 
always stronger together,” she writes. 

The authors explain their use 
of the term “far right” as the most 
accurate catch-all to describe the wide 
spectrum of organisations, ranging 
from traditional conservative parties 
to openly fascist groups, some of which 
advocate violence. The conditions that 
have created “fertile ground” for the 
far right are very much of our time, 
say the authors, citing “economic 
turmoil and financial instability; 
widening global inequality”, as well 
as conflict, mass migration, the 
climate crisis and concurrent rapid 
technological advancements. 

The global pandemic provides 
the perfect storm, allowing the far 


Analysing the growth of the 
far right internationally could 
provide useful lessons, such as 
the work of the German trade 
union, DGB, which researched 
the extent of sympathy with 
far-right ideology 


right to further capitalise on their 
internationally successful strategies. 
Most notable of these is the ascendancy 
“of alternative right-wing media 
outlets, social media and online 
forums”, which the report analyses 

in some detail. Tackling the online 
presence of the far right successfully 
will, the authors state, be essential to 
any trade union response. 

“It is by looking closely at these 
right-wing propaganda operations that 
the labour movement can understand 
how, in precise practical terms, to 
build equivalent operations that match 
and surpass the far right’s capacity to 
shape opinion.” 


Media agenda 

The report provides a thorough 
overview of the different means of 
communication used by the far right, 
which include well-established right- 
wing media outlets such as Fox News, 
as well as more recent, smaller digital 
media organisations that push more 
radical content. 

In the UK, note the authors, a now 
defunct think-tank run by former 
chief adviser to prime minister Boris 
Johnson Dominic Cummings had 
called for a “Fox-News equivalent” 
to help “supercharge the propaganda 
feedback loop here”. They suggest that 
GB News, chaired by broadcaster and 
journalist Andrew Neil, is poised to 
become that vehicle for right-wing 
messaging. 

Since publication of the report, GB 
News launched on 6 January 2021 
as a 24-hour news channel with Neil 
proclaiming that it will represent “real 
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people”. This positioning of the channel 
as non-elite is one of the tactics that the 
far right has used to claim to address 
the concerns of working people. 

Mainstream media are also called 
out in the report for repeatedly 
providing a platform for far-right 
politicians at a time when they were 
seeking political power and had little 
public support themselves. 

Nigel Farage in the UK, as well as 
Donald Trump in the USA prior to his 
election success, are cited as having 
their voices amplified through access 
to mainstream media. The media 
often claim that public opinion has 
shifted to the right and they merely 
“report” this shift, despite evidence 
that they have “framed” the narrative 
around, for example, anti-migrant and 
anti-Islam messaging and, in doing so, 
have helped influence and shift public 
opinion further to the right. 


Online platforms 

The report gives some space to 
analysing the online networks, 
subcultures and groups, as well as 
independent content creators, that use 
YouTube and the social media network 
Parler favoured by the right. The use 
of Parler by those who stormed the 
Capitol building in Washington on 6 
January was starkly evident, and led to 
its removal from the Apple and Google 
stores, and from Amazon services. 
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This, alongside the removal of 
Trump from Twitter, signals that these 
platforms are finally being forced to 
take responsibility for the content they 
“publish”. If more extreme content 
is forced back into closed forums 
or the dark web, then its reach will 
be curtailed. 

The report calls for further 
“mapping” of the communities that 
engage in these online forums in the 
UK. The authors warn that it is “in 
these online networks that a militant 
far right is growing”, noting that the 
extreme right-wing militia group, 
Boogaloo, uses “paid Facebook ads to 
recruit”. They point to Trump’s 2016 
campaign manager Brad Parscale, 
who also successfully used targeted 
messages on Facebook and whose 
strategy is being replicated by the 
political right elsewhere. 

Areas for action for the trade union 
movement include building solidarity 
and workers’ power, building a 
narrative that challenges the claim 
of the far right to represent working 
people, examining in more detail how 
far-right ideology has penetrated UK 
workplaces and trade unions and, 
obviously, the daunting task of tackling 
the far right online. 

Analysing the growth of the far right 
internationally could provide useful 
lessons, such as the work cited in the 
report of the German trade union, 


FRANCES 
O’GRADY: 
Internationally, 
trade unions 
are “leading 
successful, 
progressive 
coalitions 
against the 

far right ... 
leveraging 
their industrial 
power, engaging 
employers in 
the struggle 
against 
extremism” 


DGB, which undertook extensive 
research on the extent of sympathy 
with far-right ideology in its workforce. 
In response to the findings, it 

created a no-tolerance policy toward 
any expression of far-right views, 
alongside an open door for workers, 
with the aim of steering “anger and 
frustration” towards joint action 
around grievances. 

The TUC, Unite, DGB and IG Metall 
are running a pilot in companies that 
operate in both the UK and Germany, 
developing a “practical workplace- 
based action to counter the far-right”. 


Fightback 

“It is crucial that as the economic crisis 
hits our members, we don’t retreat to 
looking inward only within national 
borders and that we continue to build 
strong global relationships and build 
workers’ power where unions face 
repression and authoritarian practices. 
This needs to be the foundation on 
which we build our work to jointly 
combat the far right.” 

The report’s conclusion is 
optimistically subtitled “a resistible 
threat”. The TUC aims to ensure that 
the report has an ongoing impact by 
running a series of online workshops 
in 2021, offering practical solutions 
to challenging far-right narratives in 
the workplace. 

The threat of the far right may be 
“resistible”, but there is a need to 
dedicate an equivalent amount of 
resources, organisation, analysis, 
research, commitment and 
international co-operation as the 
far right has devoted to spreading 
its propaganda. We need to fight 
these groups with as much energy 
and resources as they have put into 
championing their ideology, and we 
need to emerge victorious. We may 
be guilty of having watched from the 
sidelines for too long, underestimating 
the reach of the far right, but this 
report provides an analysis of how 
these groups succeeded and makes 
clear the role that trade unions urgently 
need to take up. e 


The report, TUC: The Rise of the 
Far Right: Building a Trade Union 
Response TUC, is available to 
download free at www.tuc.org.uk/ 
TheRiseoftheFarRight 
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A hostile country 


MPs rejected the Dubs amendment on protecting refugee children, so the government 


must be pressured to fulfil its pledge to review asylum law. Cathy Pound reports 


he Immigration and Social Security Co- 
ordination (EU Withdrawal) Act 2020 received 
Royal Assent on 11 November 2020 and 
became law, ending free movement between 
the UK and the EU from 11pm on 31 December 
2020. The UK government website states simply that this 
“delivers on the government’s manifesto commitment to 
restore faith in the immigration system”. 
Home Secretary Priti Patel is quoted as saying that 
the government “promised to end free movement, take 
back control of our borders and introduce a new points- 
based immigration system” and she claims that, in doing 
so, the Conservative government is “delivering on the 
people’s priorities”. 
People have questioned the slogan “This is not who 
we are”, used in the USA after the attack on the Capitol, 
stating that the evidence, sadly, points to the fact that over 
74 million people voted for Donald Trump and that there 
remains support for the ex-president and sympathy, at 
least, with the “rioters”. 
Here, in 2019, the UK elected one of the most right- 
wing governments which, as stated, made its intentions in 
relation to immigration abundantly clear in its manifesto. 
The Conservatives were elected on an increased majority, 
and this is what gave Tory MPs the “green” light to 
reject the Dubs amendment (ensuring safe passage for 
unaccompanied children in the EU). This is who we are in 
the UK. We get the government we voted in. MPs also voted 
by 330 to 262 against amendment 3 passed by the House 
of Lords, which would have granted EU children in 
care and care-leavers automatic, indefinite leave to 
remain in the UK. 


Concerns 
In the last issue of Searchlight (Winter 
2020), just before MPs voted 327 to 264 on 
19 October to remove the Dubs amendment 
from the Immigration Bill, Lord Alf Dubs 
charted the passage of his original 
amendment in 2016 from the Lords 
to the House of Commons, which 
was passed repeatedly by the 
Lords, before its final rejection. 
During the debate, some 
Conservative MPs registered 
their concerns and spoke 
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out. They included Karen Bradley, MP for Staffordshire 
Moorlands, who stated that it was “absolutely vital” 
that there were “legal, safe routes post-Brexit”, and Tim 
Loughton, MP for East Worthing and Shoreham, who 
stated that there needed to be a “Dubs 2” and a “family 
reunion scheme, regardless of Brexit”. 

Lord Dubs thinks that the British people are willing 
to take their “fair share” of unaccompanied children, 
but knows that there is a need to continually counter 
anti-migrant rhetoric and to champion the benefits of 
immigration to the UK, while acknowledging that, where 
services have been cut, this has left shortages of housing, 
for example. 

The fact that the immigration Act was passed as part 
of the EU withdrawal process may have made it more 
difficult for Conservative MPs to speak out in support 
of safe passage. Being “on message” has clearly meant 
championing the fact that the UK was “taking back control” 
of its borders. 

The fact that MPs rejected amendments that would have 
protected children’s rights both to safe passage to the UK 
and protected those in care in the UK from deportation 
really does seem, to quote Lord Dubs, “shabby”. It indicates 
a hardening of anti-migrant sentiment within the political 
sphere, if speaking to support relatively small numbers of 
children becomes a difficult thing to do. 

Although the Dubs amendment was rejected, there was 
a commitment to undertake a review of safe and legal 
routes available to those who have grounds to claim asylum 
in the UK. Our efforts may now need to go into lobbying 
to make sure that this review is carried out and to win 
wide public support to give protection, at the very least, 
to unaccompanied children in order that the “people’s 
priorities” in the UK include not feeling ashamed at our 
treatment of the most vulnerable and to have pride and 
“faith” in an open and fair immigration policy. @ 


Sign up at www.safepassage.org.uk to join those 
campaigning for safe passage 


Karen Bradley MP: it is 
absolutely vital that there are 
“legal, safe routes post-Brexit” 
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